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CARISBROOK CASTLE. 


This being the principal fortreſs in the 
Iſle of Wight, it claims our moſt particular 
notice. Of its antiquity we have various 
accounts. In the firſt place, there is every 
reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the Romans, after ha- 
ving conquered the Iſland, formed ſome eſta- 
bliſhment there. For though various writers 
affirm, that the inhabitants of the Iſle of 
Wight conducted themſelves peaceably under 
the government of the Romans, yet it was a 
well known policy of that warlike people, al- 
ways to conſtruct a fortreſs, and ſupply it 
with a proper garriſon, in the midſt of their 
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conquered ſubjects, in order to check any 
diſpoſition they might ſhew to inſurrection. 
The ſituation of Cariſbrook caſtle appears 
every way calculated for a Roman ſtation, 
although, it muſt be confeſſed, there is not 
the leaſt veſtige of ſuch a thing having ex- 
iſted. In ſupport of this conjecture however, 
it may not be improper to avail ourſelves of 
the arguments advanced in a late publicatien, 
by the Rev. Mr. Warner, who in ſome mea- 
ſure concurs in the opinion we have hazarded 
on this difficult ſubject. The ſame writer 
alſo gives an ingenious derivation of the word 
Cariſbrook, which, as it is different from that 
already advanced in a former part of this 
work, and alſo carries with it a conſider- 
able ſhare of probability,we ſhall introduce 


in this place. 


e It ſeems likely (ſays he,) that a Britiſh 
town or city ſtood on or near the ſpot of the 
preſent Cariſbrook: for Caer brec, (the pro- 
bable original name) is a Celtic compound, 


ſignifying the city or town of Te Trees,” 


„ 

Again he obſerves in continuation, Tra- 
dition ſays, they alſo built a fortreſs on the 
ſcite of Cariſbrook, and formed it into a ſta- 
tion; and indeed this is likely to have been 
the caſe, ſince, in their ſelection of ſcites for 
theſe places of defence, they uſually choſe 
ſuch ſpots as had been the ground plots of 
Britiſh cities,” 


As a further ſupport of this opinion, Mr. 
Warner introduces an account of the fol- 
lowing Roman coins, which were turned up 
in ploughing a field to the North of Cariſ- 
brook caſtle, fifty years ago. Theſe coins are 
now in his poſſeſſion, and their dates include 
a conſiderable period of time. They are fix 
in number, and the particulars of them are 
ſtated as follows : ' | 

« No. 1, a coin of M. Vipſanius Agrippa. 

« No. 2, a coin, Tiberius Cæſar. 

“ No. 3, a coin ſtruck in honour of Ger- 

e No. 4, has the head of Antonia Minor, 
daughter of Mark Anthony and Octavia, and 


—— ——— —— 


by the appearance of part of the wall of the 
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mother of Germanicus, and the Emperor 


Claudius; ſhe bore an amiable character, and 


met with the general fate of ſuperior worth in 
thoſe days; a violent death, dying by poiſon 
during the reign of Tiberius, The coin was 
ſtruck when her ſon Claudius had obtained 


the ſovereignty in honor of his deceaſed pa- 


rent. 
« No. 5, a coin of the Emperor Veſpaſian, 
ſtruck during his ſeventh conſulſhip, in the 


year of our Lord 76. 
No. 6, a coin of Galerius Valerius Maxi- 
inianus, in the year of our Lord 304. 


We read in the Saxon annals in 53o, that 
Cerdic, when he ſubdued the iſland, found 
Cariſbrook caſtle a fortreſs of conſiderable 
ſtrength and importance. The preſent Keep 
of the caſtle, may probably be the fort which 
was uſed in the time of the Saxons; as it per- 
fectly accords with their mode of erecting 
fortifications upon high grounds, without any 
outworks: and this opinion is ſtrengthened 
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baſe court, which is broken away from the 
| eaſt ſide of the Keep, and has evidently been 
erected at a different period. The wall of the 
baſe court and the outer fortification, were 
added by William Fitz Oſborne, the firſt lord 
of the iſland under William the Conqueror ; 
as plainly appears from the following extract 
taken from Doomſday book, which was 
formed a few years after the death of Fitz 
Oſborne, when the caſtle and lands of Cariſ- 
| brook had reverted to the crown, by the for- 
feiture of Roger de Breteville. 


6 1/d. Rex ten.Alweinſtune. Donnus tenuit. 
Tc. p. dual, hid. & dimmodb p. ii hid. ga. caftellu. 
ſedet in una v. Tra. e. vi car. ibi viii villi. & ii 
bord. cu. 1111 car. ibi ii molini de v ſol. & vi ac. pri. 
Val. & valuit iii lib. tam. redd. wii lib.“ 


The entrance to the caſtle is by a bridge on 
the weſt ſide; at the end of which is a gate in 
the curtain or outer wall, which was erected 
by Queen Elizabeth, in the fortieth year of 
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her reign. A ſhield over the gate bears this 


inſcription. 
1598 
Þ + 4 
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Beyond the bridge on the right hand, for- 
merly ſtood the outer guard houſe, the front 


and roof of which are removed, and the place 
converted into a ſtanding for the horſes of 
ſuch perſons as viſit the caſtle: from this 
ſpot is taken the view of The entrance of Ca- 


| riſbrook caſtle. Paſſing from hence between 


two embattled walls, over a ſecond bridge, 
which was erected at the ſame time with the 
outer fortification in the room of a draw- 
bridge, you arrive at a ſtrong machicolated 
gate, with a port cullis, flanked by two round 
towers, in which there are priſon rooms. This 
gate is ſuppoſed to have been built by. Lord 
Woodville, in the reign of Edward IV. The 
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1 
arms of Woodville are carved upon a ſtone 
near the battlement, with roſes of the houſe 
of York on each fide. A little farther on, is 
the entrance into the baſe court or inner for- 
tification ; where there is an old gate, with 
its wicket. The gate is of lattice-work, 
made of oak, and covered with bars of iron, 
faſtened with a large nail at each croſſing. 
The wood-work is ſo hardened by time, that 
it is ſcarcely poſſible to make an impreſſion 
on it even with a ſaw ; inſomuch that it was 
with difficulty ſome late neceſſary reparations 
were effected. Near the entrance of the baſe 
court, on the right hand, ſtands a building, 
which was formerly the main guard, and ad- 
joining to it, is the chapel of St. Nicholas. 


The original chapel was builteither by Wil- 


liamFitz Oſborne, or his ſon Roger de Bretelis, 


and was of larger dimenſions than the pre- 
ſent building. It was given, together with 


the lands belonging to it, by Baldwin de 
Redvers, to the abbey of Quar. In an ar- 


mory over the ancient chapel, were kept a ſuf- 


of - 
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ficient number of breaſt, back, and head pie- 
ces, for the ſervice of two or three troops of 
horſe, until the government of Lord Cado- 
gan, when they were ſold, as unfit for the 
purpoſe of defence in thoſe days. Iſabella 
de Fortibus gave to the chapel of St. Nicho- 
las, in her caſtle of Cariſbrook, and to the vi- 
car thereof, the rents, eſcheats, and appur- 
tenances of certain lands adjoining to the 
borough of Newport, which have been al- 
ready deſeribed by the name of Caſtlehold. 
This chapel was alſo endowed with lands 
at Shalcombe, Rowborough, Coſham, and 
Luccombo, and Sir John Oglander ſtates in 
his Memoirs, that there was a chapel for- 
merly belonging to it, in a field ſtill called 
Chapel field, near Caſtlehold. 


The chapel being in a very ruinous tate 
was. rebuilt in the laſt reign. Over the en- 
trance 1s carved ina ſtone, G. II. 1738, and on 
a ſtone tablet at the eaſt end of the building, 
is an inſcription, ſtating that the chapel was 
rebuilt during the government of Lord Ly- 
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mington. The body of the chapel is com- 
paſs roofed and ſlated : the pulpit and ſeats 
are of oak, and very. plain. The burial 
ground annexed to the chapel, is now con- 
verted into a garden. For ſome years paſt 
no ſervice has been performed in this chapel; 
and the living, which is ſmall, is in the gift 
of the governor of the iſland, who pays to the 
vicar of Cariſbrook the annual ſum of three 
pounds, as an acknowledgement from the 
crown, to the mother church. The mayor 
of Newport is annually ſworn in, before the 
governor or his deputy, in this chapel. 


At the ſouth weſt corner of the baſe court, 
is a platform for cannon, and about the cen- 
tre of the ſouth wall, are the remains of a 
watch tower. The powder magazine is in 
the open ſpace near the ſouth wall. The 
ruins: of a tower called Mountjoy tower form 
the ſouth eaſt angle: its walls in ſome parts 
are eighteen feet thick, and there is a way 
to aſcend to the top, by ſome decayed ſteps. 
On the eaſt ſide of the court, are the 


(w) 

ruins of two other watch towers; and near 
them are buildings which were formerly 
barracks and ſtorehouſes, but are now uſed 
as offices for the governor's houſehold. 


Through a ſmall arched gate in the loweſt 
part of the eaſt wall, is a paſſage acroſs the 
ditch, into a large open piece of ground, 
which was originally the place ſet apart for 
the purpoſe of training and exerciſing the 
ſoldiers. At the time King Charles was 
confined in this caſtle, Colonel Hammond 
made this open ſpace into a bowling green, 
and erected a ſmall ſummer houſe at the ſouth 
end for his Majeſty's amuſement. As there 
was no gallery in the caſtle, nor even a gar- 
den at that time belonging to it, the king 
paſſed moſt of his afternoons upon this 
green. It is ſurrounded by a redoubt of 
earth, caſt up to a conſiderable height. 


Returning from the place of arms by the 
ſame way you entered it, you come to a ſmall 
building, in which is the well by which the 
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caſtle is ſupplied with water. It is ſituated 
nearly in the centre of the inner court, and 
is two hundred feet deep. It was uſual, till 
lately, for the gunner who ſhews the well, to 
drop into it a pin, which was nearly four ſe- 
conds in falling, and when it reached the wa- 
ter, produced a very loud report, but the go- 
vernor has ordered this practice to be diſcon- 


tinued, leſt thequantity of braſs collected to- 


gether by this experiment ſhould injure the 
quality of the water. The depth is now 
ſhewn to ſtrangers by throwing in a lighted 
ſheet of brown paper, which will continue 
burning till it reaches the ſurface. The water 
is drawn up by a large tread-wheel, worked 
by an aſs; and the ſame animal has performed 
that duty two and twenty years. This ſpe- 
ducive to longevity in the aſs; for you are 
ſhewn the ſkull of one that drew the water 
for the ſpace of fifty two years, and ended its 
life only by the accident of falling over the 
ramparts : it then appeared to be in perfect 
health, and able to continue its-labours for 
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many years more. The late Duke of Cum- 
berland was ſo much pleaſed with the ſtory 
of the preſent aſs, that he ſettled an annuity of 
a twopenny loaf a day upon it, which has been 
regularly paid ever ſince. 


The Keep is ſituated at the north eaſt angle 
of the baſe court, upon a mount raiſed higher 
than the ſurrounding wall. The form of 
it is an irregular polygon, the greateſt 
breadth of which is about ſixty feet. The 
walls are of great thickneſs and ſtrength. The 
View of the Keep of Cariſbrook Caftle is taken 
from the bottom of the mount, and ſhews the 
ſteps and entrance into the Keep, with a part 
of the governor's houſe and offices appear- 
ing on the right hand. You aſcend the 
mount by ſeventy two ſteps, each about nine 

inches high. At the entrance of the building 

there was formerly a ſtrong double gate and 

portcullis. On the left hand is a door way, 
leading to an apartment, probably the kitchen 
and offices, in which there is a well ſaid to 
have been three hundred feet deep; but it ia 
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nearly filled up with rubbiſh, and thereby 
rendered entirely uſeleſs. Near the entrance 
to this apartment, is a ſmall ſtair-caſe, by 
which you go into the other apartments of 
the Keep, which are now totally deſtroyed, 
and appear only as one large ruin, having no 
remaining trace of its former diviſions. To 
this place it was, that the Counteſs of Port- 
land retired, when the Newport Militia at- 
tacked the Caſtle, in the time of Charles I. 
as has already been mentioned ; and upon 
the platform above theſe apartments, with a 
lighted match in her hand, ſhe declared ſhe 
would fire the firſt gun herſelf, and defend 
the caſtle to the laſt extremity, if the enemy 
refuſed to grant honourable terms to the 


garriſon, 


You are ſtill able to aſcend by the decayed 
ſteps to the top of the wall, where the plat- 
form was erected, but there is only a ſmall | 
part of the platform remaining. From hence 
there is a beautiful and commanding pro- 
ſpect, extending over the whole iſland (except 
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to the North Weſt, where it is bounded by 
Avington and Bucombe Downs, and to the 
South, by St. Catharine's Down, and the 
high grounds of Sir Richard Worſley's Park) 
and taking in a view of the new Foreſt and 
Portſdown, with part of the Solent Sea. 
Upon this ſpot is placed the flag- ſtaff, where 
the flag is diſplayed upon all occaſions of 
public rejoicing, and when the Governor re- 
ſides at the Caſtle. ' 


It is recorded in a MS. of John Knight, 
of Morton, in the Pariſh of Brading, written 
in the laſt Century, that on * Munday, the 
laſt day of July, 1665, the King (Charles II.) 
in his progreſs, did come into the Iſle of 
Wight : he came a ſhore in Brading Haven, 
and ſoe through Brading Towne to Sandham 
Caſtle, from thence to Cariſbrook Caſtle, 
when there his ſtandard did fall from the 


top of the Caſtle, to the ground, twice, 
ſome ſay three times, which did ſome- 
thing affright him, and cauſed others to 
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At the bottom of the Mount, the Sally- 
port of the Caſtle was diſcovered, a few years 
ago, on pulling down a building erected 
againſt the North wall of the Court; and from 
an old plan of the Caſtle, it appears to have 
been defended on the outſide, by a' baſtion, 
which is now deſtroyed. 


The Governor's houſe adjoins the North 
wall, and projects Southward, almoſt to the 
middle of the Court. This building has 
been erected at different periods, and it is 
impoſſible to aſcertain the various times, at 
which the ſeveral parts of it have been con- 
ſtructed. Probably thoſe: Lords and Go- 
vernors of the Iſland, whoſe arms ſtill re- 
mains upon the mouldings and walls of the 
houſe, may have been chiefly concerned in 
the building and reparations of it. The 
arms now viſible, are thoſe of William Fitz- 
Oſborne, William de Fortibus, Ifabella de | 
Fortibus, William Montacute, Earl of Saliſ- 
bury, (whoſe arms are alſo carved on the 
outſide of the buttreſs of the South Weſt 
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corner of the houſe,) Sir Nicholas Wadham, 


and Sir George Carey, Lord Hunſdon. 


In the houſe are ſeveral handſome rooms, 
with coved cielings, richly ornamented. 
Some of theſe apartments, after the war, 
which ended in 1763, were converted into an 
hoſpital, for ſick and wounded ſoldiers ; and 
from the healthineſs of the ſituation, no 
place can be better adapted for ſuch a pur- 
Poſe ; they are now reſtored to their original 
uſe, and fitted up for the accommodation 
of the Governor. To the Weſtward of the 
apartments, at preſent occupied, are the ruins 
of ſome other buildings, which formerly 
made a part of the houſe. Of theſe build- 
ings, we have given a view, intitled Car:ſbrook 
Caftle, taken from the South Weſt corner of 
the houſe now inhabited by the Gover- 
nor; upon the left hand, is the Guard- 
houſe, and Oak Gate, which has been 
already mentioned. Over the latter, is ſeen 


the top of one of the Towers at the entrance 
of the Caſtle. The door of theſe apartments 
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was in the centre, entering into a veſtibule, 
with a room on each fide, having a bow win- 
dow. There was only one ſtory above the 
ground floor; the rooms on each ſtory being 
built alike. Between the back of the apart- 
ments, and the North wall of the Caſtle 
Court, was a paſſage extending from the 
Weſt end of the building, where a ſtair-caſe 
led up to the ramparts, to a ſmall room at the 
Eaſt end, which opened on the upper ſtory, 
into the bed-chamber that was occupied by 
King Charles during his impriſonment in this 
Caſtle, 


The window in the centre of the view, is 
in the paſſage, and is ſaid by the perſons who 
ſhew the Caſtle, to have been that from 
which the King attempted to eſcape ; but this 
muſt be a miſtake, as Mr. Henry Firebrace, 
in his account of that tranſaction, ſays, that 
the King endeavoured to eſcape from his 
* chamber” window; and the ſmall room at 
the end of the paſſage, appears moſt likely - 


that unfortunate Princeſs. 
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to have been the place, where the two guards 
appointed by the Governor, uſed to put their 
bed againſt his door every night, to prevent Y 
his coming out of the Chamber. The win- VB 
dow of the room is now blocked up; but it 3 

may be ſeen on the outſide of the wall of the 
Court, near a large protecting buttreſs. Theſe 
buildings, after the death of King Charles, 
became the melancholy priſon of his chil- 
dren ; and here died the Lady Elizabeth, his 
daughter, whoſe coffin has been deſcribed. 
Hume ſtates it to have been the intention of 
the government, to have apprenticed this 
young lady to a button-maker ; but their 
deſign was fruſtated by the early death of 


The Caſtle of Cariſbrook, was likewiſe 
uſed as a priſon, during the Protectorate of 
Oliver Cromwell ; and in the reign of King 
Charles II. Weſtward of theſe buildings, and 
forming the corner of the paſſage, leading to 
the Caſtle gate, ſtood the Gunner's houſe, 
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which is now only a maſs of ruins, overgrown 
with weeds and elder-trees. 


The walls or ramparts of the inner Court 
between the towers, including the parapet, 
are about twenty feet high, in conſequence of 
the raiſed ground on which they are built ; 
their thickneſs is about eight feet. 


The Caſtle is ſurrounded by a fortification 
of conſiderable extent, which is ſuppoſed to 
have been built, or at leaſt conſiderably repair- 
ed, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; and 
there is a date of 1598, upon a ſtone, at the 
North Eaſt angle. The form of the outer 
works, is an irregular pentagon ; and the 
whole is encompaſſed by a deep ditch. 


It is probable, that many repairs, and 
ſome additions were made to the internal 
buildings, at the ſame time that the outer 
fortifications were completed. Theſe im- 
provements were occaſioned by the expeCta- 
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tion of a viſit from the famous Spaniſh 
Armada, at the time Sir George Carey, 
afterwards Lord Hunſdon, was Governor of 
the Iſland. A conſiderable ſum was ſub- 
ſeribed, towards the expence of theſe repairs, 
by the inhabitants of the Iſland ; and many 
of them contributed by their labour towards 
digging the ditch. 


The expence of the repairs, may be ſeen 
from the account of Thomas Worſley, and 
John Dingley, Eſqrs. who were appointed by 
the Privy Counſel, to ſuperintend the repairs 
within the Iſland. This account was exa- 
mined and ſigned by William Lord Burghley, 
Lord High Treaſurer, I. Forteſque, and John 
Conyers, by whom they were audited, on the 
2d of November, in the Thirty-firſt Year of 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; and in order 
to ſhew the great alteration in the price 
of labour and materials ſince that time, a 
copy of ſo much of the account, as relates 


to Cariſbrook Caſtle, is here ſubjoined. 1 


( 3 


Firſte the ſaide accomptauntes are al- 
lowed for money by them, ſaid to be layed 
out and diſburſed for woorkes and repara- 
cons, done uppon her Majeſties Caſtle, at 
Careſbrooke aforeſaide, within the tyme of 
this accompte, viz. makinge 269 perches of 
wall, of twoe and 3 foote thicke uppon the 
South ravelin, and 924 perches uppon the 
Eaſte ravelin, making a treade whele for the 
well, with the gudgeons, ſhafte, and other 
yron and carpentry woorke aboute the ſame, 
and a plattforme over the well-houſe, 
chardges of the maſons woorke of the 
South-eaſte and South-weſt knightes, the 
Kepe, a ravelin in the North parte of the ſame 
Caſtle, takinge downe two towers, and 
makinge the loopes of the ſame agreeable, 
to tholde walls, ſtoppinge all the loopes of 
the walls with planks, and makinge a newe 
bridge at the Caſtle gate, with ſondrye other 
neceſſarie repacons and fortificacons done 
there within the tyme of this accompte. - 
The particularetyes whereof, with there ſeve- 
vol. 11, 
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rall natures and quantetyes are ſett downe as 


hearafter followeth, viz. for 


Empcons and proviſions, viz. for 


Le 6. d. 
Boordes, 103 foote - - - - - © 5 5 


Carriadges, 2, viz. one for the can- 
non pewtrell with yron woorke to 
the ſame, 1/. 45. 7d. and one for 
the culveringe, 165 8d. in all- 2 1 3 

Lyme, 315 quarters, viz. 276 quar- 
ters 5 boz. at 2s. 8d. the quarter, 
36). 175. 8d. and 39 quarters, at 

25. the quarter, 3l. 185. in all - 40 15 8 = 
Brickes one thouſande, with carry- . 4 9 
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adge 4 myles - - - - - o 13 o 
Firre boordes, v1z.2 at 12d. the pece, | 
22. and 3 at 6d. 18d. in all- 0 3 6 
Lathes 700, at 8d. the 1ovocU.70 0 48 
ä A myll to grynde corne, bought of 


Frauncis Porke of Wyncheſter - 6 6 8 
Heare one quarter - - - - ©o 20 


E 


Joyned table one 
Treſtles 3, at 1 2d. the pece - - 
Whelebarrowes 50, at 1s. 6d. 
the yen. 4 i= =. | 2» SIS 
Baſkets, 12 doz. J at 2s. the doz. 1x 5 © 
Pypes to kepe water for the mor- 

ter, 2 at 2s 6d. the pece - - 0 5 © 
Bowdg barrel one, and for mend- 

inge and hoopinge a water 

tube 0 2 0 
Well ropes, 2 poiz. zoo at 

11. 16. 6d. per medm. 4. 16s. 

makinge out newe rope, and 

tarringe of the ſame, 175. 4d. 

and for a rope for the watch 

bell, 12d. in all with 1. 75. 

for a newe rope for a gynne, 

the ſome ß 7 1 
Caſementes for the chappell, 3 o 13 
Tomberel, one - - - 0 18 
Lambſkinnes for ſponges, 6 - 0 2 
Sande, 486 lodes, at 10d. the lode 

for digginge and carriadge 20 5 © 
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„ S 
Wyninge of roughe ſtone for 

the woorkes, viz. 334 lodes 

at 3d. the lode, 4/. 35. 6d. and 

1261 lodes at 4d. the lode, 

211.44, in al - - 25 3 10 
Wynnyngeand carriadgeof hard 

plattner ſtone, 126 tonnes at 

6 the jnnne 414 0 
Wynninge and ſtapleinge of 113 | 

lode of free-ſtone, at 25. the 

77 13 0 
Hoopes 12 doz. at 6d. the doz. 

6s. and for ſettinge them on, 

* „ 06 D 0 
Bucketts for the well, 2 - 6 8 
Ironwoorke of diverſe and ſon- 

dry ſortes, with mendinge of 

woorkemens tooles - - - 4 2 14 
Nayles of ſeverall ſortes and 

pryce s 1 7 2 
Glaſſe and glaſinge - - - 0 2 5 

L. 122 5 61 
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Land carriadge. 

Of diverſe and ſondry provicons 
aforeſaide, from ſeveral places 
to the ſaid Caſtle of Careſ- 
brooke, with 910. 8s. 6d. for 
carriadge of 3874 tonnes of 
freſh water, for morter for 
the woorkes diſtincte a quar- 
ter of a myle, 6d. the tonne, 
and with 6/. 6s. for the like 
carriadge of lyme from New- 
porte and Shyde Pitt, to the 
ſaid Caſtle, at diverſe rates, 
the ſome of = <- < = - 


20 13 4 


Wages of artificers and laborers, viz. of 


Maſons at 12d. per diem - = 
Carpenters at 12d. and rod. per diem 
Sawyers ſawinge of planckes and 

boordes, at 2s. 8d. the 100 
Plaſterers, for plaſteringe 42 
yeardes at 2d. the yearde - = 


3 86 
2 9 2 


3 68 
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Joyners woorkinge uppon the 

modle of the Caſtle, the Barbi- 

can, ravelyns, Kepe, ditches, 

banks, and other neceſſarie 

places, at rod. per diem - 1 18 4 
Laborers occupied aboute the fill- 

inge of the ſouth and ſouth- eaſte 

ravelins, making the trenches 

and ditches about the ſame, 

filling ſouth eaſt and ſouth weſt 

Knights, helpinge to wyn lade 

and unladeſtones, with otherne- 

ceſſarie woorkes, at 8d. per diem 128 64 


L. 139 16 © 


Taſke woorke, viz. to 

Thomas Maſon and others, for 
makinge 249 perches of wall, of 
2 and 3 foote thicke, every 
perche conteyning 18 foote in 
lengthe, and one foot in heighte, 


(93 


fo . d. 
uppon the ſouth ravelyn at 


Careſbrooke, at 1s. 6d. the 

perche, 18. 1 35. 6d. for makinge 

924 perches of wall, 3 foote 

thicke uppon the eaſte ravelyn, ; 

at 15. 6d. the perche, 6/. 18s. gd. 

and for woorkinge 24. foot of 

quoynes, at 24. the foote, 4s. in 

all - - - - - - - - 25 16 3 
John Mathewe, maſon, for lyme 

and woorkmanſhippe, makinge 

8 yeardes of wall, of 2 foote 

thicke, in the ſouthweſt Knight, 

at 2s. 44. the perch, 18s. 84d. 

for takinge downe and newe 

makinge a ſtone dore, and the 

wall to the ſame, 10s. and for 

workinge and ſettinge a ſtone 

dore in the garden wall, to 

paſſe to this Knightes, 10s. * 

mW c-:;-: «0 1188 


To the ſayde John for lyme, 
and woorkmanſhippe, takinge 


( 28 ) 


downe and newe making one 
ſtone dore in the wall, to the 
ſame, inthe ſouth-weſt Knighte, 
11. for lyme and woorkman- 
ſhippe, makinge 10 perches of 
wall, 5 foote thicke, at 45. 2d. 
21. 15. 8d. for lyme and 
woorkmanſhippe, for makinge 
45 perches, 6 foote of wall, 
2 foote thicke, at 25. 44. 
the perche, 5/. 5s. 8d. and for 
wynninge and ſtapelinge of free 
ſtone, for lyme and woorkman- 
ſhippe, for copinge the two 


Knights, conteyninge 309 foote, 


by greate, 121. 6s. in al! 
John Hayſell, for makinge a treade 
whele, for the well, with the 
gudgeons, ſhafte, and other 
iron and carpentrie woorke 
about the ſame, and a platt- 
forme over the well-houſe by 


agremente = = = = = 


20 13 4 


16 O o 
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John Mathewe, for pavinge the 


well-houſe, and makinge the 


ſynke through the wall - - 
John Hazell, for digginge the 
trenches for the well, whele, and 
frame thereof, and for the key 
boltinge of the whele, remov- 
ing the frame of the whele, to 
ſerve 2 bucketts, and makinge 
a great duble doore to the 
Kepo = to = ww = 
John Mathewe aforeſaide, for 
maſons woorke of the South- 
eſt and South-weſt Knightes, 
the Kepe, and a ravelyn in the 
North parte of the Caſtle, tak- 
inge downe two towers, and 
makinge loopes of the ſame, 
agreable to tholde wall of the 
caſtle, accordinge to a plott 
thereof drawn, and ſaid to be 
remayninge with the right 
VOL, II. 
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honourable the Lord High 
Threar. of Englaunde - - go o o 
To him more, for makinge a ſynck 
in the kitchen, and removinge 43 
certen ſtones from the chapel 1 
to the woork ke 3 0 0 7 
John Hazell aforeſaide, for ſtop- | I # 
pinge all the loopes of the - 
wall with planks, 4/. and for 
makinge a newe bridge at the 


Rewards and enterteignments, viz. of 
John Daniell, having the over- 
ſighte and chardge of the ſaid 
woorkes and woorkmen, and 
diſburſment of there pay, by 
the ſpace of 13 weeks, at 6s. the 
weeke = - - 
Thirty-four men ſent out of the 
myne lande, to have bene im- 
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ployed in her majeſties woorkes, 
and diſchardged to return home, 
ſome being unable to endure 
the woorkes, others for that 
the nomber was full, and fo 
for there chardges to and 
c ͤ 4 
John Haſell for his enterteynment, 
attendinge to kepe notes of the 
carriadges of ſtone, ſand, lyme, 
water, and tymber, for the 
ſpace of 171 dayes, viz. 18 dayes 
at 15, and 153 days at rod. per 
diem 
Capten Peers, for his paynes and 
expences, cominge from Portſ- 
mouth to directe and ſett out 
plotts for places to be forti- 
fad oo = ns 
William Nutte, for ſpoyle made 
in his corn, in wynninge and 
carryadge of rough ſtone, worne 


in his grounde - - - - - 1 10 0 


„ 


John Leigh, gen. for the expences 
and chardges of himſelfe, fyve 
men, and ſix horſes, for 12 
dayes travellinge from the Iſle of 
Wighte to London, ſtayinge 
there and bringinge downe the | .z 
thouſand markes appoynted for = 
the fortifications - - 4 0 0 | 
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In all the chardges of the ſaid 
works and fortifications done 
at Careſbrooke aforeſaide, with- 3 
in the tyme of this accompt, as x 
by the booke thereof ſigned with 2 
thands of Sir George Carey, 
Knighte,the ſaid accomptauntes, . | 
and John Daniell, hereuppon 
duly peruſed, caſte, tryed, and 
examyned, may appear the ſome. 
of - - - - „. 470 18 5 
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Before we proceed to give an account of 
the preſent government of the Caſtle, it will 
be proper to take ſome notice of its an- 
cient military eſtabliſhment, eſpecially as the 
whole Iſland has been, in reſpect of its de- 
fence, under the direction of the governor of 
this fortreſs. 


Henry I. granted the whole Iſland to 
Richard de Redvers, to be held in eſcuage at 
fifteen Knight's fees and a half. The te- 
nants of the Lord of the Iſland, held their 
lands of the Caſtle of Cariſbrook, and, at 
their own expence, were bound to defend it 
for forty days, whenever it was attacked; 
and, during the time that the iſland remained 
in poſſeſſion of the family of Redvers, it 
was uſual for them, on all occaſions of dan- 
ger, to bring over a force of ſeventy-ſix men 
from their Earldom of Devonſhire. 


After the Iſland came into the poſſeſſion 
of the crown, by the purchaſe of Edward I. 
the foreign aid for the defence of the Iſle of 
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Wight, is ſtated in Prynne's Animadverſions 


on the fourth Inſtitute of Coke, as follows : 


From the Biſhop of Saliſbury - <« 
From the Abbot of Glaſtonbury - 
From John Mandut - - < <= 
From Emmeline Longeſpey - = 
From the Abbot of Stanley = - 
From Beatrice de Winterſhall = - 
From the Abbot of Glouceſter - - 


From the Abbeſs of Godeſtow - -- 


From Robert de Keynis 
From the Abbot of Malmſbury - 


From the Abbot of Cirenceſter - 
From Thomas Warblington - < 
From the Prior of Hurle - - = 
From Thomas de Ambroſbury <- 

From the Abbot of Abyngdon - 
From Elia Molendinari - < +« 
From John Dandele 
From William Pagham - < - 
From Richard Winton - = «- <- 
From Peter Coudray «- - «- « 
From Hugh Taylor 


[8 


MEN. 


5 


7 
I 
I 
2 
I 
I 
I 
I 
3 
2 
I 
I 
I 
3 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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From the Abbot of Romele 
From Lucia de Gre 
From the Abbot of Walton 
From the Preceptor of Shalford = = 
From the Preceptor of Conele - - 
From Nicholas Buren 
From Roger de St. Martin 
From Mary the King's daughter, a nun 
at Ambreſbury - - = = = = 
From the Biſhop of Worceſter - = 
From Hamon de Parles - - = = 
From the Biſhop of Bath and Wellis 
From William Kingborne, for William 
ds Coates - - <- © = « 
John Grey, for Walter Skydemour .. 
John Blaine, for the Abbot of Thukeſ- 
burg a 


Richard Selby, for _ Hundred of | 


Herewalkeden -  - - =» 
Henry Hemenhall, for Chipham and 
Malmſbury - - - = = 
Walter Corniſey, for the hundred of 
Warham = ©, =: „ 6 - 


— — — 8 
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MEN. 


John Carrile, for Chalk and Domerham 1 


Geoffry de Calne, for Heightſbury* - - 1 

From Roger de Coke, for Weſtbury - 1 

From the Abbeſs of Whorwell - — 1 

From Hugh Peverel 9131 

From William Ires, for the Abb. of 
GT TI 1 

From Maurice de Wileb, for Matthew 
Fitz John %% 

From Name - - = e- 

From the Community of Wilts 

From Aliſe de Bavent - - <= <« 

From the Prior of 

From Adam de Breton 

From Richard de la Rivere 


In all, Men at arms + 


Edward III. expecting an invaſion by the 
French, took every precaution to put the 
Iſland in a ſtate of defence, and furniſhed 
the Caſtle of Cariſbrook with a great quan- 
tity of ſtores and proviſions. In this reign, 
the regular internal force of the Iſland ap- 


1 


pears to have been fifty- four men at arms, 
and one hundred and forty-two archers. 


In a MS. © inventory of the plate, 
jewels, ordnance, &c. of Henry VIII.” bear- 
ing date the 14th of September, 1 547, (pre- 
ſerved in the Britiſh Muſeum) is the fol- 
lowing account of military ſtores, at that 
time in the Caſtle : 


The Caftell of ) Ordenaunce, artyllery, and 

Caryſbroote. ] other munycions of warre, 
remayninge at the ſaid Caſtell, in the cuſ- 
tody and charge of Richard Worſley, gen- 
tilman, Captayne of the ſaid Iſle: 


Slynges of yrone furnyſhed = - y9. 
Fowler of yrone furnyſhed - Oone. 
Doble baſſys of yrone furnyſhed jj. 
Hoole culveryne ſnotte— Xxx. 
Demy cannon ſhotte - - - l. 
Yron for divers peices = - = xxXx%, 
Demy culveryne ſhotte of yrone = xxxd. 
Sacre ſhotte of yrone = + = cciiij. 
VOL, II, 
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Fawcon ſhotte of yrone - = clx#, 
Doble baſis ſhotte - - Ula. 
xxiij doble 
P 
Hagbuttes furnyſhed, lacking 8 
xx flaſks, and xx touch boxes 
Coilles of Iyntte - - = - DC. 
Corne powder - - + = ujdoblebar, 
Cheſtes of arrowes - = = lix. 
Cheſtes of bowes „ 
Bow ftrings = = ij bar. 
Moriſpiekes - - += = D. 
Javelyns - = +» = = Cc. iii, ly. 
Silly -- | - -- 0. 


The ordinary expence of the Caſtle of 
Cariſbrook, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
was no more than 69/. 19s. 4d. per annum; 
the wages of the chief artificers, being only 
eight-pence per day, and thoſe of the infe- 
rior workmen, ſix-pence. 


Some very good regulations were eſta- 
bliſhed for the defence of the Iſland in 1651, 


(99-51 


under the title of © Inſtructions to be ob- 
ſerved by the militia of the Iſle of Wig 
Amongſt other articles it was provided, 
« That no perſon refuſing to ſubſcribe 
the late engagement [of fidelity to the (um- 
monwealth,] ſhall beare his own armes, but 
ſhall find ſuch an able man or men, as 
the Centoner ſhall approve of, according to 
that proportion as was uſually impoſed on 
them. And that they ſhall pay unto ſuch as 
ſhall beare their armes, 1 29. a day, for every 
day they ſhall be ymployed for them 
That noe perſon whatever, whoe ſhall foe 
neglect, or refuſe to ſubſcribe the engage- 
ment, and to conforme to the preſent go- 
vernment, ſhall be permitted to keep any 
ſort of arms in his cuſtodie ; but ſhall either 
bringe in their armes to Cariſbrook Caſtle, 
there to be ſecured and depofited as a ma- 
gazine for the Iſland; or be otherwiſe ſecured 
in the handes of ſome officer of the militia, 
within the limitt of that company, where 
the od perth IIS __ 
by the Centoner.” 


! 
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Buy the militia act, paſſed in 1 577, it was 
directed, that a company of ſixty men, 
ſhould be ballotted for in the Ifle of Wight, 
and that they ſhould be commanded by a 
captain to be appointed by the governor ; 
but they have ſince been formed into an in- 
dependent company, and the number has 
been conſiderably augmented; 


The preſent military eſtabliſhment of the 
Caſtle of Cariſbrook, conſiſts of the go- 
vernor, who has a ſalary of 5ool. a year; a 
lieutenant-governor, at 365/. a captain, at 
182/. 10s. one maſter gunner, at 2s. per 
day; and three other gunners, at 15s. per 
day, each. 


The liſt of the governors of the Iſland, 
which has already been given, extends only 
to the year 1780; Sir Richard Worſley was 
ſucceeded in that ſituation, by the Duke of 
Bolton ; upon whoſe death, the office was 
given to the Right Honourable Thomas Orde 
Powlett, the preſent governor. 


% 
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Leaving the Caſtle, you deſcend into the 
vale of Bucombe, and paſſing Clatterford, 
enter the foot- path which leads through 
cultivated fields to Cariſbrook village. From 
one of theſe fields, the general View of Cariſ- 
brook Caſtle is taken. The village is ſituated 
on a riſing ground, to the Weſt of the 


Caſtle, 


This place was originally of more conſe- 
quence than at preſent. A market and fair 
were granted to it in 1257, by Baldwin, 
the fifth Earl of Devonſhire, of that name; 
but ſince the grant of ſimilar privileges to 
the Borough of Newport, Cariſbrook market 
has fallen into diſuſe, and the population of 
the village is alſo conſiderably decreaſed. 


The Church is a handſome tone build- 
ing. The Tower is embattled and orna- 
mented with pinnacles ; the mouldings are 
enriched with figures, in the rude ſtyle of 
Norman architecture; and the maſonry of 
the whole, is in good preſervation. The 


( 42 ) 
following words are caſt in the lead of the 
Tower: 2; 
; FOUNDED 1064. 
CAST BY THOMAS TOWNSEND 
\ PLUMBER, 1750. 


WILLIAM HOLLIER 
IOHN BALLARD 
C W. 1750. 


The Church, which is dedicated to Saint 
Mary, conſiſts of a body and a South aiſle, 
compaſs-roofed, and tiled. It had ori- 
ginally, an aiſle on the North ſide, and a 
chancel; but the latter was taken down in 
the time of Queen Elizabeth, by Sir Francis 
Walfingham, who held a leaſe of the Priory, 
by which he was bound to keep the chancel 
bitants, that the Church would be large 
enough without it, they conſented to the 
Chancel's being taken down, upon his pay- 
ing a hundred marks to the pariſh. - The 
Norman arches, ſupported by four pillars. 
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At the Eaſt end of the Church, near the 
communion table, is part of a ſtone, upon 
which is carved the head, and the upper 
part of the body of a man, with a book and 
paſchal ſtaff, from which it ſeems likely to 
have been the monument of a prior, of the 
Priory of Cariſbrook, and from the ſhape of 
the ſtone, and the carving, which is in the 
moſt ancient ſtyle of monumental decoration, 
there is reaſon to believe it is of very early date. 


With a view of obtaining a complete re- 
preſentation of the whole figure, permiſſion 
was obtained from the Church-wardens, to 
take up the floor of the altar, which appear- 
ed to cover the lower part of the ſtone; 
however, when the floor was removed, it 
appeared, that the ſtone was broken acroſs, 
in the place where the reader will ſee a line 
in the annexed plate, intitled, * Ancient mo- 
nument in Cariſbrook Church.” A repreſenta- 
tion of the upper part having been drawn, 
and ſhewn afterwards to. Mr. Gleed, who 
holds the Priory farm, he obſerved, that the 
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remainder of the ſtone had lain for ninety 
years at the door of the Priory farm-houſe, 
where it was found conſiderably defaced, 
by being conſtantly trod upon. Having 
been meaſured 'and compared with the 
upper part, a ſketch of it was taken 
for the purpoſe of its being added to the 
plate. | 


Affixed to the North wall of the Church, 
is a monument of the wife of Sir Nicholas 
Wadham, Governor of the Iſland, in the 
reign of Henry VII. The lady is repreſent- 
ed kneeling at a deſk, in the attitude of 
prayer, with a book before her. At the 
back of the tomb are fix niches, with a 
lame figure in each; placed there moſt pro- 
bably with a view of recording her charity 
to poor cripples. In the centre, is an angel 
ſupporting a ſhield, on which the letters 
JYPS are inſcribed in ancient characters. 
The monument is finiſhed in the neat 
Gothic ſtyle uſed-in thoſe days, but it is 
much defaced, by having been white-waſhed, 


bas F: 


Upon a wooden tablet, hanging againſt 
a pillar in the body of the church, is painted 
a repreſentation of a ſhip, with the fail bent, 
and a man fitting on the deck, with a crown 
ſuſpended over him. On the fail is written 
Fides, on the compaſs verbum Dei, and on 
the anchor Spes. Underneath is the follow- 
ing inſcription :; | 


“Here lyeth the body of the right worthy 
William Keeling, Eſquire, groom of the 
chamber to our SoveraigneLord King James, 
General for the Hon. Eaſt India Adventurers, 
whither he was thrice by them employed, and 
dying in this Iſle, at the age of 42, An. 1619, 
Sep. 19, hath this remembrance heer fixed, 
by his loving and forrowful wife, Ann 
Keeling ;” | by 


** Fortie and two years in this veſſel fraile 

On the rough ſeas of life, did Keeling ſaile, 

A merchant fortunate, a captaine bould, 

A courtier gracious, yet, alas ! not old. 

Such wealth, experience, honour, and high praiſe, 
Few winne in twice ſo many years or daies. 
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But what the world admired, he deemed but droſſe, 
For Chriſt: without Chriſt, all his gains but loſſe; 
For him, and his dear love, with merrie cheere, 
To the holy land his laſt courſe he did ſteere: 
Faith ſerved for fails, the ſacred word for card, 
Hope was his anchor, glorie his reward ; 

And thus with gales of grace, by happy venter, | 
Through ſtraits of death, heaven's harbor he did enter.” 


There are ſeveral! other monuments, but 
they are of much later date. 


The Tower has a remarkably good peal 
of eight bells; and in a room at the bottom, 
there is a ſchool for the Pariſh children. 


On the South fide of the Tower, is a build- 
ing, in which is kept a piece of ordnance 
for the defence of the Iſland ; upon this gun 
1s the following inſcription ; 


ROBERT AND JOHN 
OWINE BRETHEREN MADE 
THIS FACONE ANNO 


3 | 
CARESEBROWKE 
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At the time of compiling Doomſday Book, 
this Pariſh was called Boucombe, and compre- 
hended a much larger diſtrict than at preſent; 
the Pariſhes of Northwood, Newport, King- 
ſton, and Chale, having been ſince taken out 
of it. 


The living of Cariſbrook, which is in the 
gift of Queen's College, Oxford, by a grant 
from Charles I. is the moſt valuable in the 
Iſland, having, beſides the great tythes of this 
Pariſh, the tythes of the other Pariſhes in 
the Iſland, which formerly belonged to the 


Pnory. 


The View of Cariſbrock Church, is taken on 
the North-eaſt ſide of the Church-yard, near 
the entrance of the Priory farm- yard. 


The Priory of Cariſbrook, was founded by 
William Fitz-Oſborne in 1086, and was 
granted by him, together with the churches 
of Arreton, Whippingham, Newchurch, 
Godſhill, Niton, Freſhwater, and Cariſbrook, 
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with its Chapels, unto the Abbey of Lyra, 
in Normandy. 


In the reign of Edward III. the Priory, 
with its Churches, was ſeized as an alien 
Priory, and granted to the Abbey of Mont- 
Grace, in Yorkſhire; but in the year 
1399, Henry IV. reſtored it to the Abbey of 


Lyra. 


In the reign of Henry V. it was again 
ſeized, and granted to the Abbey of Sheen, 
in Surry, and continued annexed to that 
Abbey, till the diffolution of religious houſes 
in the time of Henry VIII. A leaſe of the 
lands belonging to the Priory, which had 
been granted by the Abbey of Sheen, to Sir 
James Worſley before the diſſolution, was 
renewed to his fon, Richard Worſley, Eſq. 
whoſe widow married Sir Francis Walſing- 
ham, Secretary of State to Queen Elizabeth, 
and the leaſe became veſted in him by that 
marriage. Sir Thomas Fleming afterwards 
purchaſed the leaſe, and through his family, 
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it has deſcended to the preſent poſſeſſor, 
Mrs. Dance. 


Near the Priory, was a Chapel which be- 
longed to it, dedicated to Saint Auguſtin, and 
called in the Ledger Book of the Priory, 
*© Capella Sancti Auguſtini pro leprofis.” 


There are but few remaining veſtiges of 
the Priory, and thoſe are chiefly in the 
barns and out-houſes of the farm, where 
ſome ſtone arches are ſtill to be ſeen. 
In an orchard to the North of the Farm, 
is the ſhell of a building, one hundred 
feet long, and twenty-five feet broad, having 
two windows on the North fide, and an 
opening, probably the door way, on the 
South. The walls, which are over-grown 
with Ivy, are three feet thick, and built with 
ſtones of various ſizes. 


In the View of Cariſbrvot Church, the reader 
will perceive the remains of two arches, 
which have evidently communicated, hereto- 
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fore, with ſome other building; and as the 
out-houſes belonging to the Priory-farm 
ſtand in a parallel line with thoſe arches, 
there is reaſon to believe, that the Priory 
extended itſelf as far as the Church, and had 


an entrance into it on the North fide. There 


is alſo a ſtone moulding above the arches, 
on which, it is probable, the roof of the 
building that adjoined the Church, once 


From the Priory, you may return through 
the Church-yard, by the horſe road, to New- 
port; croſſing, in your way, a ſtream which 


is derived from a ſpring that riſes between 


the village, and Caſtle of Cariſbrook. The 
ſupplyof water from this ſpring is ſoabundant, 
that the ſtream turns ſeveral mills within the 
ſpace of a mile from its ſource, 


THE WESTERN TOUR. 


Having already deſcribed the road from 
Newport to Carifbrook ; it will only be ne- 
deſſary to begin our Tour from the latter. 


K | 
At the end of the village of Cariſbrook, | 
you aſcend Alvington Downs, from whence | 
there is an extenſive proſpect to the South- | 
Eaſt, and to the North. Theſe Downs, as | 
they are till called, are cultivated. The 1 
road is on the North fide of the Downs, | 1 
having a ſteep ſlope on the right hand, at the 
bottom of which, is Alvington farm, formerly 
the reſidence of the family of Miller. Beyond 
the farm, is Parkhurſt Foreſt, over which, is 
a view of the Solent Sea, and the New Foreſt. 


Deſcending from Alvington Downs, you 
paſs a farm, called the little Park, and then i: 
the ground riſes again with a ſteep aſcent to | 
Ape's Down, having the great park farm on 
the right. | 


From this Down, you paſs, by a gradual 
deſcent, through Aſhen Grove ; on the right 
of which, is the gate of Swainſlon, the Seat of 
Sir fobn Barrington, Bart. The lawn before | 
the houſe, lies in good ſweeps, and is capable 
of much improvement, there being a ſpring 


( 32 ) 
in Aſhen Grove, ſufficient to form a canal in 
the lower ground, which, with the addition 
of a bridge over it, in the approach to the 
houſe, would give it a ſuperiority of entrance 
over any: other reſidence in the Iſland. 


The houſe is ſmall, but the rooms are 
convenient. The principal part of it has 
been built in the preſent century, though 
CON Ee NE NOI ITS. 


The 3 fill remains, but is 
formed into a reſidence for the ſteward. It 
is of plain Gothic architecture, and appears 
from the window at the Eaſt end, to be of 
very ancient conſtruction. 


The woods are well laid out, and have 
received much improvement, from the good 
nm 


The ew mente is 1 
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the North fide of the houſe, with Swainſton 
Down appearing in the diſtance on the left 
hand. | | 


The Manor of Swainſton belonged to the 


Biſhops of Wincheſter, until the reign of 


Edward I. when it was ſurrendered to the 
King. It continued in the Crown, till 
the year 1307, when Edward II. gave it to 
his ſiſter Mary, a Nun at Ambreſbury, in 
exchange for ſome lands in Wiltſhire, Ed- 
ward III. in the fourth year of his reign, 
granted this Manor to William Lord Mon- 
tacute, afterwards Earl of Saliſbury ; after 
which, it became five times veſted in the 
Crown by attainder. 


Queen Mary, in the firſt year of her reign, 
granted it to Winifred, daughter and co- 
heireſs of Henry, ſon of the Counteſs of 
Saliſbury, the laſt poſſeſſor. This lady mar- 
ried, for her ſecond huſband, Sir Thomas 
Barrington, Knight, of Barrington Hall, in 
the County of Eſſex, by whom ſhe had one 
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ſon, named Francis, created a Baronet by 
King James I. From Sir Francis Barring- 


ton, Swainſton has deſcended to its preſent 
poſſeſſor. ; 


About a mile from Swainſton, is the vil- 
lage of Calborne. The church is dedicated 
to All Saints. It is ſmall, and conſiſts of a 
body, and a croſs aiſle, compaſs-roofed, and 
tiled, The Tower is ſituated at the South- 
weſt corner of the body of the Church. 
Upon a ſtone tablet, on the Weſt front of 
the Tower, is this inſcription : 


from the Ruins of 
near 70 years 
1752 
T. Holler J. Casford 
Church Wardens. 


02 


This is probably intended to mark the 
time when the tower was re-built, as it ap- 
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pears to be of much later workmanſhip than 
the Church itſelf, which is very ancient. 


At the North end of the aiſle, is a raiſed 
tomb, with a ſtone tablet, in which is inlaid 
a braſs effigy, of a man in compleat armour, 
with his feet upon a dog. By the canopy 
over his head, and the faſhion of the armour, 
it is probably, the workmanſhip of the four- 
teenth Century. The tomb. 1s placed North 
and South, contrary to the uſual method of 
burial. The figure is repreſented in the 
plate, entitled Monument at Calborne.” 


At the South end of the aiſle, is an ancient 
mural monument of the Worſley family, 
much defaced. 


The View of Calborne Church, is taken from 
the gate of the Church-yard, on the North 
ſide. Weſtward of the Church, is We/over, 
the Seat of Leonard Troughear Holmes, Eſq. of 
which we have given the South Eaſt view. 
It is a ſmall hunting ſeat, which was for- 


| L203 | 

merly a farm houſe, pleaſantly ſituated 
on a riſing ground, with a piece of water 
. before it. 


Froghill, the Seat of Fitzwilliam Barrington, 
Eq. is ſituated to the North of Calborne 
Church. It is a ſmall. houſe, with a fine 
ſtream of water on the North-Eaſt ſide. The 
ground is laid out with great taſte, and the 
houſe elegantly fitted up. 


From Calborne, you paſs Northward, by 
Gold's Green, Gore Flat, and Shalfleet Mill, 
through a country well wooded, to New- 
town. 


NEWTOWN, anciently called Franch- 
ville, was once a place of conſiderable extent; 
having two long ſtreets from Eaſt to Weſt, 
connected by other ſtreets, lying from North 
to South ; but there are now only a few 
ſcattered houſes in the green lanes, which 
once were ſtreets. Two of theſe lanes retain 
their former names, High-ſtreet, and Gold- 
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ſtreet. Sir Richard Worſley conjectures, 
that this was the town mentioned in the 
Saxon Chronicles, to have been burnt by the 


Danes in 1001. 


The Town-hall, conſiſts of one large room, 
with offices under it. In the great room are 
ſome oak chairs, curiouſly carved, in the 
workmanſhip of the time of Queen Eliza- 
beth. Some remains of the chapel of the 
town, are likewiſe to be ſeen. The elec- 
tions for members of Parliament are held 
in this place. 


Newtown boaſts a very commodious ha- 
ven, which is capable of receiving large 
veſſels at high-water ; and, with ſome im- 
provements, might be rendered the beſt har- 
bour in the Iſland, having many advantages 
over the other ſea- ports. 


Franchville, or Newtown, as it is now called, 
is a borough by preſcription, In a charter 
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of Aymer, Biſhop of Wincheſter, dated 
at his Manor of Swainſton, ſeveral liberties 
and franchiſes were granted to his borough. 
of PFranchville, and they were confirmed by 
Edward II. Edward IV. and Queen Eliza- 
beth. A market to be held every Wedneſ- 
day, and a fair during three days, om the eve 
of St. Mary Magdalen, the feaſt of that 
faint, and the day following, were granted 
by Edward III. It is ſuppoſed, that the 
borough obtained the name of Newtown, 
upon its being re- built in the reign of 
Richard II. after having been deſtroyed by 
the French. 


The Mayor and, Burgeſſes hold a court 
leet, and appoint conſtables; but they pay 
a rent to the Lord of the Manor of Swain- 
ſton. . The ſeal of the town is very ancient, 
and repreſents an antique ſhip on the ſea, 
with one maſt, a fail furled, and pennant 
flying. On the ſhip is a lion ; on the dexter 
fide, above the fail, is a mullet; on the 
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ſiniſter is a creſcent, with an eſcutcheon of 
Saint George, below the fail. Round the 
ſhield are theſe words : 


S: COMATIS : De: FRENCHEWILLE: De: 
LILe: De: WYHT. 


This borough firſt ſent members to Par- 
liament, in the twenty- ſeventh year of Queen 
Elizabeth; and the right of election, as 
ſettled by the laſt determination of the 
Houſe of Commons, is in the Mayor and 
Burgeſſes having borough lands. Theſe lands 
are now chiefly the property of Sir John 
Barrington, and Sir Richard Worſley, in 
whom therefore the patronage of the borough 
is veſted. The preſent members, are Sir John 
Barrington, Bt. and George Canning, Eſq. 


| Upon the various branches of the New- 
Town River are ſeveral Salterns, many of 
which have been built a great number of 


years. 


Returning by the ſame road, you paſs 
Shalfleet Mill, and come to the village of 


( 60 ) 
Shalfleet, which is ſmall, and affords no ac- 
comodation for travellers. The Church is 
very ancient, and of a ſingular conſtruction. 
It conſiſts of a body, a chancel, and a South 
aiſle, which are remarkably lofty. The 
aiſle is ſeparated from the body by four 
handſome Gothic arches, ſupported by cluſter 
pillars of Porphyry. The Tower is low 
in compariſon with the body of the church, 
and received conſiderable injury by light- 
ning, about a century ago. In the body of 
the Church are ſeveral ancient Grave- ſtones, 
of the coffin-ſhape ; but the braſſes being 
gone, it is impoſſible to aſcertain their dates. 
The arms of Montacute, Earl of Saliſbury, 
and of ſome other perſon, appear in the 
ſtained glaſs windows of the North fide 
of the church; and the arms of Iſabella 
de Fortibus, are likewiſe on a window of 
the South aiſle. At the bottom of the 
Tower is kept a three pounder, on which is 
caſt the word SCHAWLFLET. 


Over a Saxon door-way, on the North fide 
of the Church, is a bas-relief, repreſenting a 


2 „ 


1 * r [2 
$ - > 9 8 


| ——_ R 
89 1 n 2 r I * - - 
TIC ä * aid. N 9 ES 1e 28 
* 2 - A ; A 


— ere 
i a . * 
_ _— 1 1 

N LY E \ i * 


1 


3 
' Loo wa, IM 


( 61 ) 
rude figure of a man with his hands extended, 
and reſting on the heads of two animals, 


The view of Shalfeet Church is taken on 
the South fide, having a proſpect of the So- 
lent Sea on the left hand, 


The Vicarage of Shalflect is in the gift 


of the Crown. | } 


From Shalfleet, the road paſſes through 
Lingwood Green, (where Mr. Pinhorn has 
built a houſe in the modern ſtyle,) to 
the little village of Wellow. To the 
right of this road are Eaſt and Weſt 


Hampſtead,” on -a dreary unpleaſant ſhore, 


not worth the attention of a traveller. 


From Wellow to Thorley is a continued. 


ſameneſs of hedge-rows. The Church of 


Thorley, dedicated to St, Swithin, is an old 


Building conſiſting of a body and chan- 
cel, without any Tower, the bells being 
placed over the porch on the South fide. 


The building is more like a Barn than a 
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Church, as the reader will perceive from 
the view of Thorley Church, taken on the 
South ſide. The Vicarage, by the marriage 
of Miſs Gother, is in the gift of the Worſley 
family. The right hand roadfrom Thorley, 
leads to Yarmouth common, which reaches 
to the ſhore of the Solent Sea. The ſcene 
is here enlivened by a view. of the veſſels 
lying in Yarmouth road. . 


YarmMouTn, anciently called Eremuth, lies 
at the end of the common, and is a neat 
town conſiſting of ſeveral ſtreets, the princi- 
pal of which runs from Eaſt to Weſt, and 
leads to the market-houſe, which is a plain 
brick building. Here are two good Inns, 
the largeſt of them a ſquare brick building, 
with detached offices, ſituated at the North 
Weſt corner of the town, adjoining the 
Quay. This houſe was built by Lord 
Holmes, at the time he was Governor of the 
Iſland; and here he entertained Charles II. 
when he viſited the Town. From the Quay, 
boats paſs daily to Lymington; and there is 
alſo a ferry acroſs the river Yar, to the Ham- 
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let of Norton. Yarmouth was one of the 
licenſed ports in the time of Edward III. 


Yarmouth Caſtle is ſituated upon the ex- 
treme point of land on the Eaſt fide of the 
Yar. It was built in the reign of Henry 
VIII. upon the ſcite of a church, which, a 
ſhort time before, was demoliſhed by the 
French. The lower part of the wall on the 
left ſide, which is ſeen in the view of Yarmouth 
Cafile, was the wall of the church. The 
. fortification conſiſts of a platform with eight 
guns, which command the narrow channel 
between this place and Hurſt Caſtle. The 
reſt of the building is compoſed of Store- 
| houſes and Barracks for the Garriſon. To 
the Northward of the Caſtle, is a platform 
with large guns. 


The Church of Yarmouth is dedicated to 
St. James, and conſiſts of a body and chan- 
cel, with a ſmall chapel ſeparated from 
the latter. In the Chapel, is a vault of the 
Holmes family, and a handſome and well 


So 


executed ſtatue, carved in white marble, of 
Sir Robert Holmes, who died in the year 
1692. Upon the pedeſtal of the ſtatue, is a 
long inſcription in Latin, giving an account 
of his martial exploits both by ſea and land. 
The view of Yarmouth Church is taken on the 
North Weſt fide. Yarmouth is a rectory in 
the gift of the King, and has been a 
* Queen Ann's 3 


The firſt charter of incorporation was 
granted to Varmouth, by Baldwin Earl of 
Devonſhire, brother to Iſabella de Fortibus, 
and it was confirmed by Edward I. Henry 
VI. Edward IV. and Elizabeth. 


In a charter of re- incorporation, granted 
by James I. in the ſeventh year of his reign, 
it is ſtated, that the Town was entirely 
burned by the enemy, and its inhabitants 
greatly impoveriſhed in the ſecond year of 
Richard II. but that ſince the building of 
the Caſtle, the town is better inhabited 
than before, and that the Mayor, and Bur- 
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geſſes, eſteeming the charters before granted 
them, inſufficient to authorize them in uſing 
their liberties and immunities, had peti- 
tioned the King to make, confirm, and-new 
create them a body politic and corporate. 
The King therefore declares it to be a free 
borough, and that there ſhall be twelve 
chief burgeſſes, to be the common council of 
the borough: that out of theſe, one ſhall be 
choſen Mayor; that the burgeſſes ſhall con- 
tinue for life, excepting any of them ſhall 
be removed for reaſonable cauſe; and on the 
death or removal of a chief burgeſs, the 
Mayor and major part of the burgeſſes then 
living, ſhall ele&t another in his place.“ 
The Mayor and Burgeſſes under this char- 
ter, are to pay a fee farm rent of twenty 
nn mm 


The ſeal of the corporation repreſents an 
antique ſhip with three maſts, and the fails 
furled, on waves in baſe. eee BY 
this inſcription: . 

S; COMMV + "WO De? CREMVE, T 4 


ſmire and Spithead. 
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This borough ſent repreſentatives to parlia- 
ment in the twenty third of Edward I. but 
though ſeveral writs were afterwards di- 
rected to Yarmouth, it does not appear, that 
any members were returned, till the twenty 


| ſeventh of Elizabeth; ſince which time, they 
have been regularly ſent. The right of elec- 


tion is veſted in the capital and free burgeſſes. 
Under a compromiſe which took place in. 


1756, Mr. Holmes, and Mr. Jervoiſe 


Clarke Jervoiſe, nominate each a member. 
The number of burgeſſes on each fide are 
equal, and whenever a burgeſs dies, the 
party to which he belongs nominates his 
ſucceſſor. 


In the hamlet of Norton, ſituated on the 
Weſtern banks of the Yar, is Norton Cottage, 
lately purchaſed of Sir Andrew Snape Ham- 


mond by Mr. Mitchel. The view of the 


Cottage is taken from the grounds on the 
Weſt fide of the houſe, having a proſpect 
along the Solent Sea, to the ſhore of Hamp- 
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on Norton Common, oppoſite to Hurſt 
Caſtle, are the remains of Worſley's Tower 
and Carey's Sconce, which were formerly 
fortifications erected for the defence of the 
narrow ſea. 


From Yarmouth, you paſs through a 
rich and beautiful country, by Wilming- 
ham, to Freſhwater. Croſſing the bridge 
at Freſhwater mill, the upper part of the 
river has the appearance of a fine lake, 
backed by the high downs of Afton and 
Freſhwater. | 


The Village of Freſhwater is ſmall, but 
pleaſantly fituated, and has the. credit of 
having given birth to. Dr. Robert Hook, 
the ingenious inventor of the pendulum 
ſpring for watches. The church is dedicated 
to all Saints, and conſiſts of a body and 
chancel. It has a North and a South Aiſle, 
at the Eaſt end of each of which is a ſmall 
chapel. . In the wall of the north chapel- 
is a richly ornamented Gothic arch, and 
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under it is a ſlab, on which there has 
been a braſs effigy. This is ſuppoſed to 
have been the tomb of the founder of the 
church. 'There is a tradition, that towards 
the end of the laſt century, upon open- 
ing this tomb, the ſkull of the perſon bu- 
ried, was found placed between his legs, 
from whence it 1s inferred, that he had been 
| beheaded; and it is alſo ſaid, that the braſs, 
which is now miſſing, deſcribed the perſon 
to have been one of the Lords of the 
Manor of Afton. In the South Chapel, is 
the vault of the Urry family. The tower has 
a lofty arch, in which is a window that lights 
the Weſt end of the church, as the reader 
will perceive in the view of Freſhwater Church, 
taken on the South Welt ſide. 


The patronage of the rectory of Freſh- 
water was given by James I. to William 
Biſhop of Lincoln, who ſoon afterwards 
granted it to the Maſter, Fellows, and Scho- 
lars, of St. John's College, Cambridge, who 

are the preſent patrons. 
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On the Weſtern ſhore of the Yar, near 
Freſhwater, Mr. Ruſhworth has a good 
family houſe, with extenſive grounds ; and 
on the oppoſite fide of the river, is Afton 
| houſe, the reſidence of Mrs Hicks. 


A mile and a half from the village, 
is Freſhwater Gate, a Cave in the bay 
of Freſhwater. In this place is a public 
| houſe for the reception of travellers ; and 
on the ſhore, Mr. Ruſhworth has lately - 
built four rooms, for affording proſpect and 
accommodation to thoſe who vifit this ſpot. 
From one of the windows of theſe rooms, 
looking Weſtward, is taken the view of 
the Entrance of Freſhwater Cave. The cliff 
ſeen in this view, forms the Weſtern head- 
land of Freſhwater Gate. The opening at the 
bottom of the cliff is the only entrance of 
Freſhwater Cave, and there is no acceſs to 
it but at low water, as has been already 
mentioned in the voyage round the Ifland. 
The entrance to the Cave divides into two. 
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( 70 ) 
parts, and is much obſtructed by lofty 
pieces of rock, which it is neceſſary to climb 
over, in order to reach the inſide. The 
Cave is thirty four feet wide, twenty one 
feet high, and extends one hundred and 
twenty feet into the rock. The view of the 
Cave at Freſhwater, is taken about the 


middle of this tremendous cavern, looking 


Southward over the Engliſh Channel. The 
Cave ſeems to have been formed by the en- 
croaching power of the Sea, which has gradu- 
ally waſhed the ſtrata of chalk from between 
the ſtones; and it appears, that the upper part 

of the rock has recently fallen in large pieces. 


Looking Eaſtward, from the windows 
which we have juſt now mentioned, you ſee 
the cliffs of Afton Down, which form the 
Eaſtern fide of Freſhwater Gate. Theſe 
cliffs originally projected as far as the two 
Sea, about five hundred yards | from” that 
ſhore ; and the Diſtant view of St. Catherines 
cloſes a very noble proſpect. | 
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One of theſe inſulated rocks forms a pic- 
tureſque arch, which is repreſented in the 
plate, entitled, Freſhwater.” This arch 
has probably been part of a cave reſembling 


that which we have juſt deſcribed, and per- 


haps may have extended to the main cliff, till 


theravages of the ſea, havingundermined the 


rock, ſo as to leave it unable to ſupport the 
ſuperincumbent weight; it has thus been 
ſeparated from the ſhore. 


From the beach oppoſite to this arch, is 


taken the View of Freſhwater Gate and Main- 


bench, the latter of which, is the cliff at 
the weſtern point ; and adjoining it, is a co- 
nical rock, called Pepper rock. On the 
right hand of this view, is ſeen the build- 
ing, from which two of the views already 
mentioned, were taken. 


The Cliffs of Freſhwater abound with 
ſamphire, and with various forts of birds; 
amongſt which are the cormorant, puffin, 
guillemot, razorbill, gulls of ſeveral ſpecies, 


( 72 ) 
and the duck from which Eiderdown is 
taken. Theſe birds are caught by the pra- 
ſants, as well for the ſake of their feathers, 
as for the fleſh, with which the fiſhermen 
bait their pots for catching ſhell fiſh, of 
which there are great quantities in this 
bay. |; ; 


Freſhwater derives its name from a ſpring, 
that riſes in a meadow, oppoſite the Inn 
at Freſhwater Gate, within fifty yards of 
the Sea, and, taking its courſe RES 
forms the river Yar. 


Allum Bay and the Needles, having already 
been deſcribed, it will not be neceſſary to ſay 
any more of thoſe places, which would 
otherwiſe have been included in this 
tour. Proceeding Eaſtward from Freſh- 
water, the road paſſes over Afton, Compton, 
and Brook downs, to the village of Brook ; 
having the cliffs, and an extenſive view of 
the Engliſh Channel on the right hand. 
This is the only road by which carriages 


C: 90 


can paſs, without making a circuit by Freſh- 
water Mill, and keeping the lower ground. 
On the north of the downs, there is a horſe 
road along the cliffs, which will afford 
much amuſement to the contemplative tra- 
veller. Moſt of theſe cliffs are cultivated to 
the edge, although the ſea is continually en- 
croaching upon them. In the courſe of 
ſeventy years, the proprietors of the land 
have loſt a tract of no leſs than two hun- 
dred feet in width. The ground is very fer- 
tile, but it frequently happens, that a ſouth 
weſt wind, coming juſt before the harveſt, 
will deſtroy a great part of the expected 
produce. 


At Mead End, which is upon the ſhore 
near Brook, large timber, and nuts of the 
hazel kind, are found at a conſiderable depth 
in the ſoil; though there are at preſent no 
trees of that ſort growing within a mile of 
the place. The country people A them | 
Noab's nuts. 
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Brook Chine is a chaſm in the ſhore, from 
the upper part of which, a ſtream, running 
from the village of Brook, descends with 
great rapidity, and continues its courſe to 


Paſſing from hence by Brook Green, you 
come to the village of Brook; which con- 
ſiſts of a few ſcattered houſes, at the north 
end of which, is Brook-Houſe, the reſidence 
of Mr. Howe, who poſſeſſes the Manor. 


" Brook-Church is ſituated on a riſing 
ground: the view of it is taken from the 
 weſt-ſide. It is dedicated to St. Mary, and 
conſiſts of a body and chancel, with a tower 
on the ſouth-fide. On the north-fide it has 
a chapel, in which is the family vault of the 
Bowermans, to whom this manor formerly 
belonged. The rectory is in the gift of 
William Bowerman, Eſq. 


About a mile from Brook, is the village 
of Mottiſton. The Church is dedicated to 
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St. Peter and St. Paul, and conſiſts of a body 
and chancel, feparated hy a of arch. It 
has a north and ſouth aile, a ſecond 
chancel at the end of the north aile. The 
rectory is in the gift of the Coheireſſes of 
John Leigh, Eſq. The view of Mottifton- 
Church is taken on the north-ſide, having 
the Engliſh Channel in the diſtance, 


Near the Church is the Manor-houſe, in 
which was born the celebrated Sir John 
Cheke, who was tutor to King Edward the 

Sixth. 


At Mottiſton, the ſoil is very different 
from that of the country already deſcribed, 
which is a ſtrong loam; for here it conſiſts 
of ſtrata of rock, covered with a deep red 
ſand. Upon the ſhore of this pariſh, is a 
point of land, called Sedmore Point; and 
near it, a ſmall cove, called Boat Haven; 
and at a ſhort diſtance to the eaſtward, are 
Chilton Chine, and Grange Point. 


676) 
From Mq;tiſton, you proceed, through a 
highly culti — NIP 
village of B 


The Church is dedicated to St. Mary, and 
conſiſts of a body, chancel, and ſouth-aile. 
On the north-ſide of the tower, is a ſmall 
building, where a piece of ordnance is kept. 
The view of Brixton Church is taken from 
the north weſt-fide. The pariſh of Brixton 
has been taken out of Calborne, which was 
part of the poſſeſſions of the Church of 
Wincheſter; and the rectory of Brixton, is 
in the gift of the Biſhop of that See. 


On the ſhore of this pariſh, are Jackman's 
Chine, Water-Gate Chine, Shrimp-Ledge 
Chine, Barns-Hole, Cowleaze Chine, Com- 
mon Chine, and Kings-Gate Chine. 


Leaving Brixton, a pleaſant road, bounded 
on the left-hand by the high downs of Mot- 
tiſton, Brixton, and Lemerſton, leads to the 
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entrance of Shorwell, where the ſpire of the 
Church preſents itſelf very agreeably, riſing 
over a grove of lofty elms, in which this 
village is ſituated; and the view is backed by 
the lofty downs of North-Court. About 
a mile from this road, to the right, is Vaf- 
ford, the ſeat of Thomas Grimes, Eſq. 
and two miles further on the ſhore, is Ather- 
field Point, where Mr. Grimes has built a 


proſpect-houſe. 


The Church of Shorwell, anciently writ- 
ten Sorewell, and Sherwell, is dedicated to 
St. Peter, and conſiſts of a body and chan- 
cel, with north and ſouth ailes, ſeparated 
from the body by five gothic arches. The 
pulpit is of ſtone. In the north aile, are 
ſeveral handſome monuments of the Leigh 
family. In the chancel is a ſtone- ſlab, in 
which 1s inlaid the figure repreſented in 
the plate, entitled Monument at Shorwell.” 
The yiew of Shorwell Church, is taken on 
the north eaſt ſide, commanding a view of 
the Engliſh Channel in the diſtance, 
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Shorwell was a Chapelry belonging to the 
Priory of Cariſbrook, till the reign of Ed- 
ward III. when it was made a. ſeparate | 
pariſh, on account of the inconvenience of 
\ burying their dead at Cariſbrook. It is a 

rectory in the gift of the Coheireſſes of 8985 
Leigh, Eſq. 


North-Court Houſe, is in the village of 
Shorwell. The building was begun in the 
reign of James I. by Sir John Leigh, Knt.; 
and the inſide of it has been lately moder- 
nized and much improved, by Richard 
Bull, Efq. the preſent poſſeſſor, who pur- 
chaſed it of the Leigh family. The grounds 
are preſerved according to the plan in which 
they were originally laid out: the lands 
riſing from the houſe being formed into 
ſeveral green terraces, elevated above each 
other, with ſeats, and walls for fruit. At 
the end of a ſmall wood upon the upper 
terrace, a beautiful and unbounded pro- 
ſpect of the channel, breaks in upon the 
aſtoniſhed eye. The ſpring, from which the 


1 
pariſh derives its name, riſes in a ſhrubbery 
near the lawn before the houſe, and run- 
ning in a ſerpentine direction through the 
grounds, paſſes the village, and turns two 
mills before it diſcharges itſelf into the ſea, 


Paſſing from hence over North-Court 
Down, through Rowborough-Bottom, you 
come to Bucombe Vale, where the road 
winds three miles through a beautiful coun- 
try, enriched on each ſide with cultivated 
fields and farm houſes, and bounded by 
lofty downs, between which, the Caſtle of 
Cariſbrook appears at frequent intervals. 


This vale leads to the village of Caris, 
brook, from whence the road to Newport 
terminates the Weſtern Tour. 


THE EASTERN TOUR _ 
Leaving the town of Newport, at Cop- 
pinge-Bridge, the road riſes to Staplers- 
Heath, having on the right, Pan, and 
St. George's Downs, backed by Godſhill, 
Gatcombe, and the high grounds of Appul- 


( 8 ) 
durcombe, and commanding, on the left, 
an extenſive proſpect over the whole tract of 
country, which forms the north part of the 
Iſland, and acroſs the Solent Sea, to Portſ- 
mouth, Goſport, and the coaſt of Hamp- 
ſhire, terminated by Portſdon. 


From Stapler's-Heath you paſs over Ar- 
reton Downs, overlooking, on the right 
hand, the beautiful farm of Haſley, belong- 
ing to John Fleming, Eſq. which is one of 

Near Haſley, is the village of Newehurch. 
The church ſtands upon high ground in 
the middle of the pariſh; and probably 
gave its name to the ſurrounding village. 
It is dedicated to All Saints, and conſiſts of 
a body, and a large chancel, ſeparated from 
the body by a Gothic arch of plain conſtruc- 
tion: there are ailes on the north and ſouth 
ſides, ſeparated from the body by four Gothic 
arches; and in each aile is a ſmall chapel. A 
mural monument of the family of Dillington, 
of Kingſton, is in the north chapel; and here 


( ® ) | 
alſo is kept a piece of ordnance. In the ſouth 
chapel, is a monument of Maurice Bockland, 
Eſq. of Knighton, in this pariſh, who died 
in 1765. 


wi of Newchurch, is in the 
gift of the Biſhop of Briſtol, 


The next object that attracts the eye, is 
Knighton-Houſe, the ſeat of Sir Hyde 
Parker, ſituated in a delightful vale, ſur- 
rounded with woods, over which the ſcene 
is cloſed by a view of the ſea at Sandown 
Bay. 


After eroſſing Merſey Down, the road 
aſcends the high Down of Aſhey, where a 
triangular pyramid, about twenty feet high, 
is placed as a land-mark for the ſhips at 
St. Helen's and Spithead. On the baſe of 
the pyramid is the following date; | 
[4 G. R. Vt. 

„ 
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Near this land-mark, has been lately erected, 
a houſe for repeating ſignals from three 
other houſes, which are placed on the weſt, 
eaſt, and ſouth coaſt of the iſland. It is a 
ſmall building, conſiſting of two rooms, with 
av} adjoining ſhed, for the convenience of 
_ keeping the balls, &c. by which the ſignals 
are made, Cloſe to the houſe, a top-maſt, 
and top gallant-maſt of a man of war are 
| raiſed, with a yard croſſing them, pointing 

| eaſt and weſt; and the ſignals are made by 
raiſing a certain number of balls at the ends 
of the yard, and in ſome caſes, by hoiſting 
a flag at the top gallant maſt. A lieutenant, 
a midſhipman, and two ſeamen, attend con- 
ſtantly at each of theſe houſes; and by 
means of theſe ſignals, the admiral at Portſ- 
mouth, has information of all the ſhips that 
appear upon the different coaſts of the 
the intelligence from the weſtern part of the 
Iſland has to paſs from each of the fignal 
ſtations. From Aſhey-Down, you paſs over 
Nunwell and Brading Downs. 


( 83 ) 

Leaving Brading on the left, and taking 
the road by Morton, over Varbridge, and 
through the village of Sandown, you arrive 
at Royal-Heath, on which, near the ſea- 
ſhore of Sandown Bay, is ſituated -the cot- 
tage of John Wilkes, Eſq. The houſe is 
ſmall, but fitted- up with taſte. - The gar- 
dens are well laid out, but, owing to the 
expoſed fituation, nothing larger than ſhrubs 
will grow in them. The houſe and grounds 
command an extenſive ſea view, which is 
bounded on the weſt by Dunnoſe, and on 
the eaſt by Culver Cliffs. 


At a ſhort diſtance from this place, is San- 
down Fort. It is a low ſquare building, 
flanked with four baſtions, and encompaſſed 
by a ditch. Being ſituated upon a line with 
the beach, it is well ſecured from any attack 
by ſea. The fort was built in the reign of 
Henry VIII.; but the Engliſh navy having 
been greatly augmented ſoon after. that 
period, it was little attended to, till within 
theſe. few years, when it was completely re- 


| ( 84 ) 
paired, and is at this time of eſſential ſer- 
vice; being ſituated on the only commodious 
ſnore in the Iſland for landing troops. The 
preſent military eſtabliſhment , confiſts only 
of a captain, gunner, and a ſmall garriſon ; 
yet this force fully anſwers the purpoſe of 
ing the ſweep of the extenſive bay of 


The ſhore of this bay extends eaſtward to 
the lofty Cliffs of Culver. The cavities of 
theſe Cliffs, which are compoſed of chalk, 
afford ſhelter for numerous flocks of 
pigeons, and all the variety of birds of which- 
we have made mention in the deſcription 
of Freſhwater Cliffs. In the year 1780, an 
eagle was obſerved to have built her neſt in 
theſe cliffs; and during the abſence of the old 
bird, one of the Samphire gatherers, having 
deſcended to the neſt, took the young eagle, 
which proved to be of the ring-tail ſpecies. 


The method of deſcending the Cliffs, 
both here and at Freſhwater, as practiſed by 
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the men who gather ſamphire, and take the 
birds and eggs, may be underſtood from the 
view of Culver Cliff, in which there is alſo 
an extenſive proſpect of the channel, with 
the coaſt of Suſſex in the diſtance. 


At the eaſtern part of theſe Cliffs, about 
a hundred feet below the ſummit, is a natu- 
ral cave fourteen feet deep in the rock ; the 
width of it being ten feet, and the height ſix 
feet. The proſpect from this cave, varies 
but little from that of the Cliff above it, 
which is given in the plate entitled Path to 
Hermit's Hole. This deſcribes the path by 
which alone it is poſſible to get at the 
cave; and commands the whole ſweep of 
Sandown Bay, with Shanklin, Horſeledge, 
and Dunnoſe, in the diſtance. 


The path to Hermit's Hole, is fit only to 

be explored by thoſe who are in the habit of 

climbing theſe tremendous Cliffs ; for, be- 

ſides the narrowneſs of the path, which in 

many places is not more than a foot wide, 
VOL. 11. 0 


( 86 ) | 
a dreadful precipice of five hundred feet be- 
neath, preſents to the eye a fearful proſpect, 
which may ſo bewilder the imagination of the 
perſon who ventures to tread theſe dangerous 
paſſes, that he may miſs one neceſſary ſtep, 
and then no return of recollection can ſave 
him from deſtruction. Nor is this the only 
danger that awaits him : the Cliff affords no 
other footing than ſmall projections of its 
tender ſubſtance, and theſe will frequently 
give way under the preſſure of the unſkilful 
traveller, 1 — . 


Returning from theſe Cliffs over Bem- 
bridge Downs, you come to Centurion 
Copſe. This Copſe bears the name of a 
town, which formerly ſtood upon the ſame 
ſpot. Many of the foundations of the build- 
ings are ftill diſtinguiſhable. Its ſituation 
is on a point of land, which runs from the 
north fide of Bembridge into Brading Haven. 


On the left of Centurion Copſe, is 
Laverland, a imall pariſh, conſiſting only 
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of a few cottages, and the manor-houſe, 
which was formerly the reſidence of the 
Ruſſells. In the reign of Queen Mary, it 
was purchaſed by German Richards, Eſq. 
and was for many years the reſidence of his 
family. It is now occupied by Mr. Jolliffe, 
who poſſeſſes the manor farm. 


The church is ſuppoſed to have been built 
and endowed by the Ruſſell family, before 
the reign of Edward I. It ſtands near the 
manor-houſe, emboſomed in a grove of 
ſtately elms, and conſiſts of a body and 
chancel, ſeparated by an ornamented Saxon 
arch. The door way is alſo curiouſly orna- 
mented in the Saxon ſtyle, 


Yaverland is a rectory, in the gift of the 
Rev. Mr. Wright. 


Brading, formerly written Brerding, is an 
ancient town, and once ſent repreſentatives 
to parliament, but was excuſed from that 
burthen on account of the inability of the 
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inhabitants to pay their members. No char- 
ter is extant of an earlier date than the firſt 
of Edward VI. yet there is no doubt but the 
town was incorporated before that period. 


The common ſeal of the corporation is 
argent, a roſe gules, barbed and ſeeded pro- 
per, and in the exergue are theſe words: 


THE KYNGS: TOWNE OF BRADINGP 


Brading pays into the Exchequer, a fee- 
farm rent of four marks annually. The 
town conſiſts of one long ſtreet. The town- 
hall is a ſmall building, and is now applied 
to the purpoſes of a ſchoal. Under it, is a 
market-houſe. A market for corn is held 
every Monday, and a confiderable quantity 
of that article is ſold here by ſample. Two 
fairs are kept annually at Brading, one on 
the 12th of May, and the other on the 2d 


of October. 


The pariſh of Brading is ſtill extenſive, 
although St, Helen's, Yaverland, Shanklin, 
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and Bonchurch have been taken out of it. 
The church, which is ſuppoſed to be the 
oldeſt in the iſland, is built on a rock of 
white ſand-ſtone, is dedicated to St. Mary, 
and conſiſts of a body and chancel, ſeparated 
by a rude Gothic arch, over which are four 
very ancient windows. In the chancel is a 
large ſtone ſlab, curiouſly cut, repreſenting 
the figure of a man in complete armour, 
with his feet reſting on two dogs. In orna- 
mental niches, are the figures of the Virgin 
Mary, with our Saviour in her arms, and 
ten Apoſtles. Round the whole, 1s a border, 
in which i is the following . 


Hic Jacet nobilis Johames cheralbin 
armiger dum vivebat Conſtabularius caſtri 
de porceſtre quj obiit anno dni mille" 

aver node melt 
menCoftobris anima eius-Requieſcat. in 
pace amen, 


| There are allo ailes on the north and 
ſouth ſides, ſeparated from the body by 
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Gothic arches of different ſhapes. The pil- 
lars which ſupport theſe arches, bear more 
certain marks of antiquity than the aiſles ; 
being of a large circular form, with capitals 
of various patterns, from whence it is reaſon- 
able to conclude, that if any part ſtill re- 
mains of the building ſaid to have been 
erected on the firſt introduction of Chriſti- 
anity into the iſland, it muſt be the body 
with its chancel. - The ailes are evidently of 
later conſtruction; and from the finiſhing of 
the ſouth aile, it is certainly the moſt modern 
of the two. There is a chapel, or chancel, 
at the end of each of theſe ailes. In the 
chapel on the north ſide, are ancient table 
monuments, on which are inſcribed in old 
Engliſh characters F. . . Have merci on 
CUylyam Bowlys Sowl. Amen: on the other 
is written, Heltzabeth hys CUpf, In the South 
Chapel is an oak ſcreen, which encloſes ſeve- 
ral monuments of the family of Oglander. 


The view of Brading Church is taken on 
the ſouthſide, with the town-hall and mar- 
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ket-houſe appearing on the left hand. Bra- 
ding is a vicarage in the gift of Trinity-Col- 
lege, Cambridge. 


Brading Haven is a tract of ground, which 
is covered every tide by the ſea, and contains 
above eight hundred acres. As the ſea 
comes over the ground through a very nar- 
row inlet, the proprietors have ſeveral times 
been induced to endeavour to recover it by 
an embankment; and the famous Sir Hugh 
Middleton, had at one time effected this ob- 
ject; but, in a wet ſeaſon, the freſh water, 
which filled the inner partof the haven, meet- 
ing with the ſea at a high ſpring tide, under 
the bank, deſtroyed all that the proprietors 
mmmh, 


ae e ee at | high tide, 
admits veſſels of four hundred tons bur- 
then. At the weſtern end is a commodious 
quay, where ſtore-houſes are erected. | This 
NP PU REES AE, (IR 
whitings, mullet, and flat fiſh, VET 
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To the north of the town of Brading, on 
the left hand of the road, is Nunwell, the 
ſeat of Sir William Oglander. This family 
came over with William the Conqueror; 
and have held the manor of Nunwell, with 
other poſſeſſions in the iſland, from that 
period. The houſe, which is plain, and built 
of brick, is ſituated in a park well wooded. 
This eſtate produces the largeſt oak timber 
in the iſland, | bai gh; 

Keeping the right hand road through 
a wood, and at various. intervals catching 
ſight of Brading Haven, you arrive at 
St. Helen's Green. This place is ſituated 
on a riſing ground, ſurrounded by neat cot- 
tages. Half a mile farther, is St. Helen's 
Point, where formerly ſtood the pariſh 
church, which was built by the Monks of 
the Priory of St. Helens. It was ſmall, and 
the. ſervice was performed by the Monks, 
until the Canon required Vicars to be con- 
ſtantly reſident ; and at that time, in con- 
ſideration of the ſmallneſs of the pariſh, the 
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Biſhop licenſed the Prior of St. Helens, to 
celebrate maſs, and adminiſter the ſacra- 
ment. This church being ſituated near the 
ſea, which by degrees encroached on the 
church- yard, was in ſo much danger of 
being deſtroyed, that it was found neceſlary 
to obtain a brief, for the erection of a church 
in a more elevated ſituation, Trelawney, 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, in 1719, conſe- 
crated the ground, where the preſent ſmall 
church is built. The tower of the old 
church was at that time faced with brick, 
and has fince ſerved as a land-mark for 
ſhips coming to St. Helen's road: a view 
of it is given in the plate entitled Sr. 
Helens, with Bembridge Point in the back 
ground. 


To the ſouth of this place, is the neck of 
land, which is called by the country people 
Dover ; being a corruption of Duver, which 
is the name of land formerly flooded. It 
was at this place, that the attempt juſt now 
Fox. 11. | BE 
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mentioned was made for r 
e 1 


Adjoining St. Helen's Point, is Priory, 


the ſeat of Sir Naſh Groſe. The houſe is 


modern, and ſtands on an elevated ſituation. 
which commands St. Helen's road, Spithead, 
and Portſmouth, with the coaſt of Hamp- 
ſhire and Suſſex. The lawn joins 'a | hang- 
ing wood, which reaches the ſhore,” and is 
laid out with taſte. : In the ſouthern part of 
the wood, are the remains of an ancient 
watch- tower, probably belonging to the 
Priory. The ſhore under theſe woods is a 
fine ſand, and when the tide is out, forms a 
pleaſant walk to the rocks, which riſe ab- 
ruptly in the ſand, to a conſiderable height. 
Here the view intitled Spithead from Priory 
Rocks is taken, having Portſmouth and 
Spithead in the diſtance, with Nettleſtone 


eng. 


+<Ont: the ſcite of Sir Naſh Groſe's houſe, 
was the Priory of St. Helen's, for .Clunic 
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Monks before the year 1155, who, being 
Aliens, their revenues. were ſeized by Ed- 
ward III. during the war.with France ; they 
were however reſtored by Henry IV. after 
the diſſolution. © The rent of it, for a term 
of years, was given by Henry VI. to Eaton- 
College; and the Priory itſelf was granted 
thereto in the ſeventh of Edward IV. but 
that Monarch afterwards gave it, in the 
fourteenth year of his reign, to Windſor- 
Callege. 


To the north of the Priory, is Nettle- 
ſtone Point, on which is Fairy-Hill, the feat 
of the Rev. Henry Oglander. This place 
poſſeſſes nearly the ſame view as that of Sir 
Naſh Groſe, having a more extenſive pro- 
ſpect to the north weſt. Near Fairy-Hill, 
Mr. Kirkpatrick has a proſpect houſe; and 
on the ſhore of Nettleſtone, is a faltern, 
which alſo belongs to him. 


To the left of Nettleſtone, the country is 
well wooded ; and the annexed ſketch of 
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Barnſley Word, will give the reader ſome idea 
of the magnitude of the timber fin Pre 
Pr | 


The next * e of er OR is 
st. John's, a houſe built by Lord Amherſt, 
The fituation is very elevated, and has an ex- 
tenſive view down the Solent Sea, with the 
ſhore of ' Hampſhire from Portſmouth to 
Lymington on the right, and the ſhare of 
the iſland to Cowes-Road on the left. Nearer 
the ſhore is Apley, the ſeat of Mrs. Roberts, 


The road from hence to Ride, which is 
rather more than a mile, deſerves ſome ſhare 
of notice from the traveller, as it is well 
diverſified, and at intervals, many intereſting 
| views of Spithead, Goſport, Stokeſbay, and 
Portſmouth, appear over the luxuriant 
woods, which form the foreground of the 

Ride, the ancient name of which was La 
Rye, has been, for a number of years, the 
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uſual place of communication between the 
iſland and Portſmouth ; boats going regu- 
larly every morning, and returning the ſame 
day : the diſtance from this place to Portſ- 
mouth, is about ſeven miles. There are 
alſo packets for the conveyance of cattle; 
and this 1s the uſual place where the lambs 
are embarked, which are ſent to the London 
markets. In the view of Ride, taking the 
extent of the village, on the ſhore looking 
weſtward, the mode of ſhipping the lambs 
is repreſented, 


This village conſiſted formerly of a few 
fiſhermen's houſes ; but it is encreaſing 
yearly, owing to its being much frequented 
by company. The proſpett from this ſhore 
is extremely intereſting; as every veſſel 
which leaves Spithead, Portſmouth, and 
the Mother-bank, is ſeen from it. On the 
left of the road, aſcending from the ſhore to 
Upper Ride, ſtands the chapel. The village 
is in the pariſh of Newchurch, 
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Leaving Ride, the road paſſes through a 
cultivated country, bounded by hedge-rows, 
until you arrive in the pariſh of Binſtead ; 
where it croſſes the ancient quarries, from 
which the ſtone was conveyed to Win- 
cheſter, for the repairs of that Cathedral, 
ſoon after the Norman Conqueſt, as appears 
from ſeveral grants from William the Con- 
queror and William Rufus, to „ 
—_ * * 


-- the right of the road, is ſituated Bin- 

flead Church, of which we have given the 
ſouth eaſt view, with the Mother-bank, and 
Hampſhire coaſt in the diſtance. 


The church is dedicated to the Holy Croſs, 
and conſiſts of a body and chancel, ſeparated 
by a Saxon arch. On the north ſide is a 
door way, now ſhut up, the key-ſtone of 
which is ornamented with a rude figure ſit- 
ting on a bracket, which has the appearance 
of a horſe's head. An ingenious antiquary 
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of the iſland, ſuppoſes it to have been in- 
tended to repreſent the Old God Thor, who 
was worſhipped by the Saxons and Jutes, and 
adored above all their other deities : but it 
rather has the appearance of one of thoſe 
rude ornamental figures, which the early 
Norman architects made much uſe of to 
- decorate their key-ſtones and mouldings. 
An - 45-28 
4 


As the carriage road 0 Binſtead to 
Quarr Abbey, has nothing intereſting to thne 
traveller, he will do well to take the foot- 
path, which is only a mile in length, and 
winds in a ſerpentine direftion, through: a 
pleaſant wood, at the verge of which, he 
will paſs the boundary wall of the Abbey, 
which encloſes upwards of AE acresof land. 


3 Nyarraria, beer 
obtained that name from the * 
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quarries. It was one of the firſt Monaſ- 
teries of the Ciſterian order, founded in 
England. The ancient outer walls, a great 
part of which are now remaining, contained 
thirty acres of land. Theſe walls had two 
gates, one on the north ſide, and another 
on the ſouth; each. of the gates being de- 
fended by a portcullis. Cloſe to the north 
gate, is part of a ſmall ſtair-caſe, which 
evidently belonged to a tower on the weſt 
fide of the gate. On the ſhore, oppoſite to 
Portſmouth, are the remains of a forti- 
fication, ſaid to have been built in the reign 
of Edward III. Some traces of the ancient 
building are alſo to be found in a barn 
belonging to the Abbey, and ſeveral 
other fragments remain in the different 
buildings, and ſome ancient monumental 
ſtones appear alſo in the pavement of the 
out-houſes. This Abbey was founded by 
ſecond year of Henry I. It was dedicated 
to St. Mary, as appears from various grants 
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of lands, in the Iſle of Wight. A metal 


ring was dug up, a few years ago, in the 
ſel een we ES: 


Pere 1 


MARIE + DEI + MENL 


In this is Abbey, Give aan bi Ul 


very ſuperb monuments ; for, it is well 
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ſive monument, for himſelf, his wife, and 
ſon; and William de Vernon bequeathed 
three hundred pounds for erecting a monu- 
ment for himſelf and his father. Lady 


Citely, ſecond daughter of King Edu rv. | 
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them are ſtill remaining in the farm-yard 
dane time o th iſt of . 
houſes, the yearly revenues of Quz - | 
according to Dugdale, were 1 34/. N 


Speed, ſtates them to have been, 1840 aas 
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The Abbey. was granted, in the thirty-ſixtn 


of Henry VIII. to John and George Mills, 
who pulled down the fabric for the ſake of 
the matenals. It was afterwards purchaſed, 
by Lord Chief Juſtice Fleming, in whoſe 
family it ſtill remains. At a ſhort diſtance 
to the weſtward, is the mouth of Wootton 

River, at which place are the remains of a 
redoubt, thrown up near a houſe, ſituated 
on the ſhore, called Fiſh-houſe. 


"The country, in his part, is well wooded, 
until you-arrive at Kites-Hill, from whence 
you deſcend to Wootton-Bridge, near which 
is Fern-Hill, the ſeat of Thomas Orde 
Powlet, Eſq. The houſe is built in the 
Gothic taſte, with a remarkably high tower, 
which commands an extenſive proſpect. It 
is ſituated on a hill, which riſes with an 
eaſy aſcent from Wootton-River. The 
grounds are laid out in the ſtyle of a Park. 
From the Druid's Temple, in theſe grounds, 
is taken the view of Mootton-River, looking 
ſouthward ; with Aſhey-Down, and the 2 
ſignal- ſtation in the diſtance. 
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Mootton- Church is a ſmall-building, con- 
ſiſting only of a body and chancel, and 1s 
dedicated to St. Edmund. The view of it 
is taken on the ſouth-weſt fide. Wootton, 
is a rectory in the patronage of the mows 
Mr. 1 | | 


At Wootton Farm, which adjoins the 
Church-yard, is the largeſt oak in the 
Iſland, the girt of it being forty-ſeven 
feet: from its appearance, it has braved the 
tempeſts of many centuries. The tract of 
land which compoſes the farm, was formerly 
a Park, and is deſcribed as . in Speed's 
Survey of the Iſland. 


From Wootton to Whippingham, the 
road paſſes through the woods, which diſ- 
cover many agreeable views at various open- 
ings. On the right-hand of thus road, you 
paſs. the ſtream which runs to | King's- 
Quay. It was. in this part of the Iſle of 
Wight, that King John is ſuppoſed to have 
paſſed his time, after the ſigning of Magna 


f | 
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Charta, as has been obſerved in our hiſ- 
torical account of the Iſland. 


Whippingham Church, the view of which is 
taken on the ſouth-ſide, conſiſts of a body 
and chancel, compaſs-roofed. It has a 
ſouth aile, ſeparated from the body by two 
ancient Gothic arches. Whippingham is 
one of the Churches, given by William Fitz- 


O Oſhorn, to the Abbey of Lyra. It 18 now 


in the gift of the crown. 


The ae of Whippinghans Ip 
beautifully fituated, commanding a view of 
the Medina River, from Newport, to its 
junction with the Solent Sea. 


Near this place, is Barton Houſe, where 
there was formerly a Convent, or Oratory, 
which, in the regiſter of John de Pon- 
teſſerra, Biſnop of Wincheſter, is ſaid to 
have been attended by ſix chaplains and one 
clerk, to officiate under the rules of St. Au- 
guſtin; and an Arch-Prieſt was to be cho- 
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ſen, from the chaplains, to preſide over the 
whole ſociety. This Oratory, was founded 
in 1282, by John de Inſula, rector of Shal- 
fleet, and Thomas de Winton, rector of 
Godſhill: it was dedicated to the Holy 
Trinity. The Oratory was, in the eighteenth 
of Henry VI. ſurrendered into the hands of 
Biſhop Wainfleet, who procured a grant 
of it for the College of Wincheſter; and it 
is now held, under the warden and fellows 
of that College, by the guardians of Barring- 
ton Pope Blachford, Eſq. The preſent 
| farm-houſe at Barton, was part of the 
building which formed the Oratory. 


- Adjoining Barton, is Oſborne, the ſeat of 
Barrington Pope Blachford, Eſq. The 
ſituation is elevated, and commands an ex- 
tenſive view to the eaſtward: the houſe is 
convenient, and was conſiderably improved 
by the late Robert Pope Blachford, Eſq. 


To the north of Oſborne, is Eaſt Cowe 
ſituated on the point of land which forms 


I 
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che north-eaſt angle of the Meilina River. 
The grounds riſing from Eaſt Cowes, will 
ſhortly be ornamented with the houſes of 
Lord H. GI ISI gt. 


Bevel: Eaſt. Cowes,” "poſing again by 
Whippingham and Fairlee, a pleaſant road 
leads you back to Newport by Copping's- 
Bridge. 8 


After E 1 by Nodes-Hill, 
you croſs the Medina-River at Shide-Bridge, 
the view of which is annexed. At this place, 
ſeveral inquiſitions were taken, in the reign 
of Edward II. 


Paſſing Marvel, you come to Standen, 
the reſidence of Captain Hamilton, which 
is a good family-houſe. The country is 
richly cultivated, and backed by Pan and 
St. George s Douns; oppoſite to which, 
} the ſcene is contraſted With the woods on 
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of Whitecroff, you arrive at Gatcombe Church, 
the view of which is taken at the weſt end. 
The Church'is dedicated to St. Olave, and 
conſiſts of a body and chancel, ſeparated by 
a Gothic arch. In the north wall of the 
chancel, is an ancient monument, of which 
a repreſentation is given in the plate in- 
tituled Monument at Gatcombe. The figure 
is cut out of a block of oak, and is painted: 
the country people call it St. Radigund; but 
it ſeems eee 
of the 9 | 


G a . in we gift of | 
* . e u | ; 


| Adjoining the Church-yard, i is as a 
Houſe; the ſeat of Dr. Worſley, which i is 4 


| poſſefior of Gatcombe, was a great favorite 
n and frequently viſited him in 
ri , during his confinement. 


4. 


( 10g ) 
lle was one of the perſons who attended 


under the King's window, on the night 
when he attempted to eſcape, after having 


divided one of the iron bars with aqua for- 


tis; and on the attempt being fruſtrated, 
the King gave Sir Edward Worſley his 
watch, out of the window, and charged him 
to fly for his life, which be did, and eſcaped | 
unhurt, notwithſtanding the guards fired at 
him ſeveral times, and ſhot- twice through 
the brim of his hat. After concealing him- 
;ſelf in the woods of Gatcombe, he was put 
into a large cheſt, which was placed under 


a load of faggots, and conveyed to Wootton - 


255 Park, from whence he at length got ſafe to 
EKing's-Quay, and paſſed into Holland. The 


the poſſeſſion of the Rev. Mr. Worley, of 


Chale. 


From Gatcombe, you proceed to Chiller- 
ton-ſtreet, and after paſſing Billingham, the 
ſeat of E. Roberts, Eſq. you arrive at King- 
ſton, a village which conſiſts only of the 
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manor-houſe, and a few cottages. The 
pariſh of Kingſton is the ſmalleſt in the 
Iſland: the Church, which conſiſts of a body 
and chancel, ſtands on an eminence, ſur- 
rounded by lofty elms. On the ſouth wall 
is fixed a plate of braſs, which was formerly 
inſerted in a ſtone ſlab. There appears on 
it, the effigy of a man, and three children, 
with this inſcription : 


M. Uycbard Mewys whych deceſsyd the 
iu day ol March in the yere of o* lord 
God M* CCCCC* and xxx v. 


Kingſton is a rectory, in the gift of 
Edward Meux Worſley, Eſq. 


From the bowling green on the north ſide 
of the church, the views are extenſive. 


The village of Chale is ſituated at a ſhort 
diſtance from the cliffs, on the ſouth ſhore 
ofs the iſland. The view of Chale Church, 
is taken looking weſtward, with Freſhwater, 
VOL, 11, 


| 


| (- 110 ) 2 

| and the coaſt of Dorſetſhire in the diſtance. 
Chale church, 'which' is dedicated” to St. 
Andrew, was built by Hugh de Vernon, in 
the reign of Henry I. It conſiſts of a body 
and chancel, ſeparated by an oak ſkreen ; and 
the ſouth aile is divided by four gothic 
- arches, with a chapel at the eaſt end. 


At the diſtance of a quarter of a mile from 
the church, is Black Gang Chine, a tre- 
mendous chaſm, which has been mentioned 
in the voyage round the iſland. A view, 
taken from' the bottom of this chaſm, is 
given under the title of Black Gang, loking 
to ſea, In this chine there is a ſpring, 
ſtrongly impregnated with iron. On enter- 
ing this place, the immenſe cliffs which 
overhang the traveller, ſtrike the mind with 
conſiderable horror. In the interior parts 
of it, the ſound which is vibrated even from 
a light gale, is as loud as thunder, The 
Chine is compoſed of black earth, inter- 
mixed with dark rocks of a craggy texture, 
which render the proſpect gloomy and aw- 
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ful. Every ſucceeding winter alters the 
appearance of this place in ſome degree, as 


*- -*the ſtones are continually falling in immenſe 


Fragments, and particularly after a hard 
froſt. The ſhore 1s rocky ; and when a ſouth 
weſterly wind prevails, if the ſeamen do not 
keep nearly mid-channel, it is impoſſible to 
reſiſt the current, which runs in with great 
velocity. 


Chale Bay, with Atherfield Point, is de- 
ſcribed in the annexed plate, having Freſh- 
water in the diſtance. There are ſeveral 
paths from the ſhore of Chale bay, by 
which you may aſcend to St. Catherine's 
down, which is the higheſt land in the 
iſland, being ſeven hundred and fifty feet 
above high water-level. Language is ſcarcely 
adequate to deſcribe the various beauties 
which preſent themſelves to view, from this 
elevated ſituation; from the extraordinary 
height of it, however, the reader may form 
ſome idea of a proſpect infinitely rich and 
almoſt unbounded. To diſcern the beau- 


1 


ties of the ſcene, indeed, requires a very 
clear day, as every cloud which paſſes over 


the iſland, reſts on the ſummit of the 


4 mn. 


One of the ſignal-houſes is erected on 
St. Catherine's, and there is likewiſe a light- 
houſe; but owing to the vapours that ob- 
ſcare the top of the down, the latter is 
rendered uſgeſs. In 1323, Walter de 
Godyton erected a chantry in this place, 
and dedicated it to Sf. Catherine: ſome 
remains of it appear in the annexed plate. 


This chantry was originally intended to 


anſwer the double purpoſe of a light-houſe, 
and a place of worſhip. The following 


entry in the regiſter of the dioceſe of Win- 
' Cheſter, clearly proves, that there was ſome 


religious houſe on this ſpot, prior to the 
erection of the chantry. 


Malter de Lang ſtrell, admiſſus ad hermi- 


torium ſupra montem de Chale, in inſula Vectis, 


. Jail. Otobris A D. 1312,” 
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( 113 ) 
The village of Niton is a mile from St. 


Catherine's, and lies at the bottom of the. 


downs. It conſiſts of two irregular ſtreets, 
croſſed by another, and is chiefly an aſſem- 
blage of cottages, built of ſtone, and 
thatched. 


The Church of Niton, the view of which is 
taken on the ſouth ſide; is an ancient build- 
ing, dedicated to St. John the Baptiſt, and 
conſiſts of a body and chancel, ſeparated by 
a gothic arch. It has a ſouth aiſle, ſeparated 
by four obtuſe gothic arches. The window 
of the eaſt end has evidently been of 


ſtained glaſs, executed in a ſuperior ſtyle, 


as appears from a head of our Saviour, 
which is ſtill preſerved in a ſmall compart- 
ment in the upper part of the window. 
In the north wall of the church, are two 

Saxon arches, with the architraves entire. 
12 Dr 


—— png: 
0 


Ka 
' 


one of the ancient fonts, wich 


4 


18 


the church: the font is in a very perfect 

ſtate. This is one of the oldeſt churches in 
the iſland, and was given by William Fitz- 
Oſborn, to the abbey of Lyra. The rectory 

came to the crown at the reformation, and 
was given to Queen's College, Oxford, by 
Charles I. in exchange for the college plate. 


Leaving Niton, you deſcend into Under- 
warth, where the appearance of the country 
alters to a rocky ſcene, the weſtern part of 
which is called Gore Cliff. This immenſe 
cliff is under St. Catherine's, and is com- 
poſed of ſtrata of rock, riſing to a conſider- 
able height, and lying in a horizontal direc- 
tion. Belo the cliff, the rock deſcends to the 
ſhore, in various ſlopes of greenſward, out 
of which, maſſes of rock riſe in a variety of 
ſhapes. A view of one of theſe ſcenes is 
given under the title of Knowles, hoking weſt. 
Off this ſhore, is Rocken-end, a ledge of 
rocks that are juſt obſervable at low water, 


| 7 And run out ſeveral miles into the Channel. 
Ane road from Knowles to Mirables, winds 
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in a variety of directions, to avoid the maſſes ' 
of rock which ariſe on every ſide. Mira- 
bles, the ſummer reſidence of George Arnold, 
Eſq. is ſituated cloſe to the ſea-ſhore, and 
_ poſſeſſes an unbounded view of the Britiſh 
Channel. The houſe, which is built of 
ſtone, and thatched, is fitted up in the cot- 
tage ſtyle, and ſurrounded by an orchard 
and garden. On the beach, under the plea- 
ſure ground, Mr. Arnold has erected a houſe 
for a pilot, who 1s conſtantly on the look 
out, and is furniſhed with boats, and every 
ming requiſite to aſſiſt the crew of any 
veſſel, which may happen to run upon the 
ridge of rocks juſt mentioned. To give 
the reader an idea of the ſituation of Mira- 
bles, a view of it has been taken: from 
Cripple Path, which is a foot- way, aſcend- 
ing to a tremendous cliff, that overhangs a 
. conſiderable ſpace of ground, and gives it 
the name of Underwarth. Vou paſs under 
theſe rocks, which overhang in ſome places 
for the ſpace of thirty-feet, and aſcend, to 
the ſummir of the cliff, by climbing a rude 
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that' can be cultivated, is enriched with a 
variety of grain, and forms an agreeable | 


( 216} | 
ſet of ſteps, formed by nature. From the 
top of this path, you have a compleat bird's- 
eye view of the weſtern part of Under- 
warth, which is ſeen to great advantage 
juſt before the harveſt, as every ſpot of earth 


contraſt to the projecting rocks and un- 
derwood. | | , , 5 $5 


Near Mirables, is Puckaſter Cove, the 
reſort of the Niton fiſhermen, where they 


In the regiſter of Niton is the following 
entry: © July the 1ſt. Anno: Domini, 
1675, Charles the Second, King of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, &c. came 
ſafely aſhore at Puckaſter, after he had 
endured a great and dangerous ftorm at ſea. 


Ut regnet diu er feliciter, wover er p 
e | 


WW 


- The village of Whitwell, is ſituated above 
the cliffs of Underwarth. The church 
conſiſts of a body and chancel, ſeparated, 
by a gothic arch: it has alſo a ſouth aile, 
which is divided by three gothic arches. 
The chancel was, at an early period, the 
| Chapel or chantry of St. Radigund, and 

belonged to Gatcombe, and the ſouth 
aile was the chapel of the Virgin Mary, 
of Whitwell, which belonged to God 


On the right hand of the road in Under- 
warth, are the ruins of a chapel, built by 
Sir Ralph de Wolverton, in 1370, which is 
. deſcribed in the plate, entitled, Wolverton 
Underchff. The family of Wolverton, poſ- 
ſedſſed a farm of the ſame name, near Shor- 
| beth, was let for 121. 10. The preſent 

occupier pays 400). a year for it, although 

a mill and ſeveral meadows have been taken 
from it. | | 


Vol., 11. 
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A few miles from Little Wolverton, is 


the rural village of St. Laurence. The 
church, which is dedicated to St. Laurence; 


is doſe to the road, and is the ſmalleſt in 


the iſland, being not more than twenty feet 


lotig; by twelve in width. It is a rectory 
in the gift of Sir Richard Worſley. The 


view of Sr. Laurence, is taken looking to the 


weſtward. The pariſh, which is a tract of 
land about a mile in length, bounded by the 
ſea on the ſouth, and the cliffs of Under- 
warth on the north, is a continued orchard, 
except a few: cultivated fields on the cliffs. 

| There are ſeveral” fine ſprings, which riſe 
on the left of the road, and wind in various 
directions to the ſea. One of theſe ſprings 
produces a ſufficient quantity of water, to 
form a canal in the grounds of Sir Richard 
Worlley's ſea-cottage, after which, it de- 


tei in a beautiful caſcade; from the high 


ehe to the ſhare.” At this place, Sir 


| Richard Worſley, has, at a great expence, 
formed a vineyard, which has not yet re- 
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n) 
imburſed him by its produce. The fitua- 
tion of his cottage. is very retired, and the 
principal view from it lies n 
” r * 


eee e 


e Itr. Tolmache poſſeſſes the moſt 


complete ſea- cottage on the ſouth ſhore of 
this iſland; for although it has all the advan- 
tages of ſea view, yet the glare, which is 
commonly produced by the reflection of 


light from the water, is entirely taken off, 
by the (ſhade of a beautiful grove of trees 
| ſurrounding the houſe. The gardens are 
laid out with taſte. In the view of Steep- 
Uull, is introduced a curious rock, called the 


Devil's Bridge. In a chaſm of the rock, is 
placed a ſeat, the approach to which, is 


| by a rode flight of fbeps. From this ſitu- 
ee The hauf 18 | 
| „ Ln. be ; 
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- Cloſe to the grounds of Mr. Tolmache, 
ee the New fun; U erde wfually 
refreſh themſelves under the ſhade of a hax- | 
uriant fig-· tree. The ſituation of this Inn 
might be made very intereſting, as, in 
Point of 1 it * _ ww ad 
| ne hai this We of db lend are 

many romantic ſcenes: indeed, you can ſcaree- 
1y advance a.quarter of a mile in any part of 
it, without being ſtruck with new and inter- 
eſting beauties. The view of Weſtern Lines 
is taken on the beach, looking weſtward. 
Mr. Tolmache has made a carriage-road to 
this place, and built a hut, in which he 
E ER 


About a l. farther, is che village of 
Ventnor, which cannot fail to attract the 
traveller s attention. The neatneſs of the 
Hſhermen's cottages is remarkable, and their 
| ſituation uncommonly pleaſant, being open 

do a full proſpect of the ſea in front, and 
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backed by woods, ir 6.0908 


— ſhould rot n ed over in 
1 It is ſituated on the right 
band of the road, on the edge of the 


= ana is worked. by a pent water, 
Wich is ſupplied by a ſmall ſpring, ſcarce- 
Iy a quarter of a mile from the building. 


The view. of the mill is taken from the 


* U 0 
6 * * 


. ſeat of the late Col. Hill. It is well 
-* ſituated, and backed by the high downs of 


paoond head, looking ſouthward to the ſea. 


Near Ventnor, is St. Boniface cottage, 


St. Boniface, The grounds have a good 
portion of wood. Juſt above the houſe, is 


: a ſpring, which was formerly held in high 


veneration by the ſeamen, It was their 
_ cuſtom, in paſſing this place, to lower the 
N in reyerence to Saint Boni- 
Face: the youth of both ſexes alſo, on that 
 Gaints day, uled to reſort to this ſpring, 
eee wich chaplet of forpin. 
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After you leave St. Boniface, the road is 
pleaſantly ſhaded with lofty trees, and at a 
ſhort diſtance, is the village of Bonchurch, 
which conſiſts. of ſtraggling cottages, built 
with ſtone and thatched. On the left ſide 
of the road, Col. Hill has erected a pyramid, 


' compoſed of the different kinds. of ſtone, 


found in the vicinity of the village. On 
the right hand, is a ſingular rock, riſing 
abruptly out of the high ground. On this 
rock, Mr. Hatfield, the poſſeſſor of Bon- 
church cottage, almoſt oppoſite to this 


place, has erected a proſpect- ſeat, fitted up 


as a fort: the view of it is taken looking 
„„ TS Ws CR 


The Church, which is ſmall, is ſituated 
nearly on the edge of the cliffs. It conſiſts 
of a body and chancel, compaſs-roofed, and 
ceiled circular ; and the chancel is ſeparated 
from the body, by a ſquare ſtane partition. 
The view of Bonchurch is taken on the ſouth 


| welt fide. The church is emboſomed by 


renn 


ſtream of fine water. .* 
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This village claims the honour of having 
been the birth-place of the gallant Admiral 
Hobſon, who, from a common ſea-boy, 
roſe to a high rank in the navy, and was 
in great eſtimation in the reign of Queen 
Anne. | 


The hiſtory of this extraordinary man is 
this : he was left an orphan at an early 
age, and apprenticed by the pariſh to a 
taylor, a ſpecies of employment ill fuited 
to his enterpriſing ſpirit. As he was one 
day ſitting alone on the ſhop-board, caſting 
his eyes towards the ſea, he was ſtruck with 
the appearance of a ſquadron of men of war 
coming round Dunnoſe; and following the 
firſt impulſe of his fancy, he quitted his 
work, and ran down to the beach, where 
he caſt off the painter from the firſt boat he 
ſaw, jumped on board, and plied the oars ſo 
well, that he quickly reached the Admiral's 
ſhip, where he entered as a volunteer, turhed | 
the boat adrift} and bade adieu to his native 


place. Early the next morning, the Ad- 
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miral fell in with a French ſquadron, and 
in a few hours, a warm action commenced, 
which was fought on both ſides with equal 
bravery. During this time, Hobſon obeyed 
his orders with great cheerfulneſs and ala- 
crity, fighting two hours, he be- 
came impatient, and enquired of the failors, 
what was the object for which they were 

ing. being told the action muſt 
continue till the white rag at the enemy's 
maſt- head was ſtruck, he exclaimed, © Oh, 
if that's all, I'll fee what I can do.” At 
this moment, the ſhips were engaged yard- 
arm and yard-arm, and obſcured in the 
ſmoke of the guns. Our young hero, 
taking advantage of this circumſtance, de- 
termined either to hawl down the enemy's 
colours, or periſh in the attempt. He accord- 
ingly mounted the ſhrouds unperceived, 
walked the horſe of the main-yard, gained 
that of the French Admiral, and aſcending 
with agility to the -main-top-gallant-maſt 
head, ſtruck and carried off the French flag, 
with which he retreated; and at the moment 


( 125 ) 
he regained his own ſhip, the Britiſh tars 
ſhouted © Victory,” without any other 
_ cauſe than that the enemy's flag had diſ- 
appeared. The crew of the French ſhip, 
being thrown into confuſion, in conſequence 
of the loſs of their colours, ran from their 
guns, and while the Admiral and officers, 
equally ſurprized at the event, were en- 
deavouring to rally them, the Britiſh tars 
ſeized the opportunity, boarded the veſlel, 
and took her. Hobſon, at this juncture, 
deſcended the ſhrouds, with the French 
Admiral's flag wound round his arm, and 
diſplayed it triumphantly to the ſailors on 
the main deck, who received his prize with 
the utmoſt rapture and aſtoniſhment. This 
| heroic action reaching the quarter-deck, 
Hobſon was ordered to attend there; and the 
officers, far from giving him credit for his gal- 
lantry, gratified their envy by brow-beating 
him, and threatening him with puniſhment 
for his audacity ; but the Admiral, on hear- 
ing of the exploit, obſerved a very oppoſite 
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conduct, © My lad,” (faid he to Hobſon) 
« I believe you to be a brave young man: 
from this day I order you to walk the 
quarter-deck, and, according to your future 
conduct, you ſhall obtain my patronage and 
protection. Hobſon ſoon convinced his 
patron, that the countenance ſhewn him, 
was not miſ-placed. He went rapidly and 
ſatisfactorily through the ſeveral ranks of 
the ſervice, till he became an Admiral, and 
ſo great was the confidence which his 
fovereign placed in his conduct, that ſhe 
gave him the command of a ſquadron, with 
a commiſſion to cruiſe at his own diſcretion. 
In this ſeryiee he acquitted himſelf to the 
ſatisfaction of his royal miſtreſs, and became 
| ner): 
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Owing io the: ie wats of k 


| which have fallen, and obſtruct the road, 
it is not to be traverſed without much 
r 


Leaving Bondi, you aſcend a hill, 


between high craggy rocks, a view of 


bs e 
e e 


kElaing . the ſummit a the down 


' where Underwarth ends, the view, although 
extenſive, varies. but little; till you arrive + 


near Luccombe farm, of which you have a 


bird's-eye view, with the ſea to the eaſtward | 
in the diſtance. er e ee 
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of conducting the travellers through this 


unfrequented path. In the center of the 


Chine, runs a ſtream of fine water, which 
forms a water-fall at the bottom, and after- 


wards runs into the ſea. Here the fiſner- 


men repair their lobſter pots, On 


formed of wicker-work. 


"4 


Pep ge to Shanklin, the road 


paſſes for about two miles, through culti- 
vated lands. Shanklin Church, ſtands cloſe 


to the road, on a riſing ground: the view. 
of it is taken on the ſouth weſt fide, with 
Culver Cliffs in che diſtance. The church 
conſiſts . of à body and chancel. At the 
weſt end is a curiouſly carved oak cheſt, 


which, from the name upon it, appears 
to have bern given to the church, by 
Thomas Silkſtead, Prior of Wincheſter. 
F | Ris rpreſentod in the plate entitled bun- 
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the viſitors of this Iſland. It is an immenſe 
cavity formed in the ſhore, which is very 
lofty, and is compoſed of a ſoft dark yellow 
None. The view of Shanklin Chine is taken 
from the path, which leads to it from the 
village, looking ſouth-eaft, and compre- 
hends the cottages ſituated at the entrance 
of the Chine, and the - ſteps by which you 
deſcend to the ſhore. A ſtream” of water 
waſhes the lower part of the chaſm, which, 
after a ſhower of rain, flows with-uncom- 
mon rapidity, and forms ſeveral caſcades, 
before it reaches the ſea. From hence to 
Sandown fort, the ſhore is a fine ſand. To 
the weſtward of Sbunblin Chine, is Horſe 


ledge, a ASCO e eee Apo 
the weſt. 


you paſs over the downs of Wroxal, and 
+ EAA ee ee | 
10 N. 
rene men e cit 
Richard Worſley, Bart. is ſituated in a 


1 


14 
with deer. It is a modern building of 
free - ſtone, with pilaſters of the Corin- 
thian order. The principal entrance is 
at the eaſt front; and it has a ſpacious 
hall, with many commodious apartments, 


At Appuldurcombe, there was formerly a 
Priory, which was a cell to the Abbey of 
Montſberg, in Normandy, and was given 
to it, by Richard Redvers, the founder of 
that Abbey. A Prior and two Monks re- 
ſided here, to take charge of the profits of 
the lands, belonging to the Abbey; which 
were Appuldurcombe, Sandford, and Week. 
Henry IV. during the war with France, gave 
the priory to the Nuns without Aldgate, of 
London, who afterwards. obtained a grant 
during his wars with France, ordered the 
| Biſhop of Wincheſter to remove the Prior 
and Monks, to Hide Abbey, near Win- 


( 132 ) 

To the weſt of Appuldurcombe, is Sten- 
bury, the ſeat of James Worſley, Eſq. Itis 
the manor-houſe, and originally had a moat 
round it. In digging in the bank of this 
moat, in the year 1727, ten earthern urns 
were found, of various ſizes, filled with 
coals and bits of bones. | 


The road from Appuldurcombe to God- 
ſhill, is exceedingly good. 


Godſhill church, ſtands on the top of a 
ſteep hill, which overlooks the village. It 
is dedicated to All Saints, and is an ancient 
building, being one of the churches given 
by William Fitz-Oſborne, to the Abbey of 
Lyra. The church conſiſts of a body and 
chancd, with croſs ailes. There are ſeveral 
handſome monuments of the Worſley 
family; and ſeveral braſſes have been ſtrip- 
ped off from the old monuments, which 
are {aid to have belonged to the families of 
Aula, Heynd, and Fry. Godfhill is a vicar- . 
age, in the gift of Queen's College, Oxford. 


( 132 ) 

From Godſhill, you paſs through a 
richly cultivated country to Arreton ; a vil- 
lage compoſed of ſtraggling cottages. The 
church, which is dedicated to St. George, is 
another of thoſe, which William e 
Oſborne gave to the Abbey of Lyra: i 
conſiſts of a body and chancel, 3 
aiſle. In the aiſle, is an ancient plate of 
braſs, on which is the effigy of a man in 
armour, with his feet on a lion; and under- 
| . 


nen bene r 3 
Harry Hawles- his ſoule god sau. 
longe tyme ſteward. of the ple of dent 
n 93 


23h e e eee en 
expence in repairing this church, and erect- 
ing an organ. eee e 
e e eee e 6-54 


| Ou: ane Ames you dats: St. 
George's down, on which place there was 


E 


in the laſt century a bowling green, where 
the gentlemen of the iſland frequently met 
to enjoy the pleaſure of bowling. From 
this down, which commands a beautiful 
proſpect, you deſcend to Shide bridge, and 
return to Newport by Nodes Hill. 
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